
Fairbanks North Star Borough SOLID WASTE DIVISION 

455 Sanduri Street Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-7653 907/459-1482 FAX 907/459-1017 

http://www.fnsb.us/solidwaste 
 
 

RECYCLING COMMISSION MEETING 
Wednesday, December 9, 2015, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Noel Wien Library Conference Room 
 

AGENDA 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL 
3. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

(Approval of Consent Agenda passes all routine items indicated by an asterisk (*) on the agenda. 
Consent Agenda Items are not considered separately unless so requested, in which case the item is 
returned to the general agenda. Said item will be discussed prior to public comment period, or under 
New Business, at discretion of Chairman) 
A. *Approval of Agenda 
B. *Approval of minutes of 10/21/15 meeting (PAGES 2-3) 

4. MESSAGES 
A. Chairman’s Comments 
B. Communications to the Recycling Commission 

I. Annual report to the Mayor 
II. HL-09 Recycling Options in Fairbanks (PAGES 4-5) 
III. Discuss “Draft Composting Feasibility Study, November 25, 2015, Arctic Data Services LLC” 

 – Rodney Guritz (PAGE 6) 
IV. Mayor Kassel introduction 

C. Report on RFI/RFP Process – Bob Jordan 
5. CITIZEN'S COMMENTS 

(Note: our policy is to encourage public comment. All items on the agenda will be open for public 
comment unless otherwise noted. If you would like to comment on any agenda items and cannot stay 
until such items come up for consideration during the meeting, you may comment at this time. You may 
also suggest a future agenda item to the commission at this time. Each speaker is limited to 3 minutes, 
with 30 minutes total time allotted) 
A. Agenda items 
B. Items not on the agenda 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. Items on agenda scheduled for public hearing 
B. Items on agenda not scheduled for public hearing 

7. NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS/PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 
A. Items on agenda scheduled for public hearing 
B. Items on agenda not scheduled for public hearing 

I. Discuss and act upon FY17 budget (PAGES 7-11) 
II. Discuss and act upon whether the Commission should allow video conferencing for 

Commissioners out of town. A quorum would still need to be physically present at the meeting 
III. Discuss and act upon refreshments at future meetings 
IV. Discuss and act upon a resolution to the Borough recommending they replace aging Borough 

Vehicles with gas/electric hybrids or all-electric vehicles (PAGE 12) 
8. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS  
9. ADJOURN 
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DRAFT MINUTES 
Recycling Commission Meeting 

Wednesday, October 21, 2015, 5:30pm – 7:30pm 
Mary Siah Recreation Center, Art Room 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL  

Commissioners:   Jimmy Fox, Acting Chairman, in Karl Monetti’s absence, Karl Hough, Brett Parks, Ariane 
Staples 
FNSB Staff:  Jane Steeves, Secretary 
Liaisons:  None 
Guests:  None 

3. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
(Approval of Consent Agenda passes all routine items indicated by an asterisk (*) on the agenda.  Consent 
Agenda items are not considered separately unless so requested, in which case the item is returned to the 
general agenda.  Said item will be discussed prior to public comment period, or under New Business, at discretion 
of Chair.) 
A. *Approval of Agenda - 

MOVED:  Karl Hough 
SECONDED:  Brett Parks 
DISCUSSION:   None 
PASSED:  Unanimously  

B. *Approval of minutes of 07/15/2015 meeting.   
MOVED:  included in 3. A. above. 

4. MESSAGES 
A. Chairman’s comments: 

Frank Williams has questioned how the Commission will interact with the FNSB ongoing as a result of the 
Assembly having approved the recycling Ordinances.  The initial reaction is the Commission serves in an 
advisory capacity to the Mayor and that the good dialog of the past with the Mayor and the Assembly will 
continue.  Reports are expected to be shared with the Commission.  Questions, concerns, and comments will 
be expressed in turn to the Mayor. 
The Recycling Commission is scheduled to provide a presentation at Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, 
“OLLI”, in mid-November.  Brett Parks and Ariane Staples will contact the major recycling players to ascertain 
who will be able to attend and participate.  The opportunity exists to provide a presentation during the spring 
semester as well. 
Other Commissions apparently have a budget for food and/or snacks.  There is a perception that the 
Recycling Commission doesn’t need refreshment during the mealtime meetings, or doesn’t have the funds.  Is 
this a budgetary item or does the FNSB provide?  The level of support should be commensurate with other 
Commissions rather than continuing the current disparity.  Jimmy Fox will pursue the issue. 

B. Communications to the Recycling Commission: 
None. 

5. CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
(Note:  our policy is to encourage public comment.  All items on the agenda will be open for public comment 
unless otherwise noted.  If you would like to comment on any agenda items and cannot stay until such items 
come up for consideration during the meeting, you may comment at this time.  You may also suggest a future 
agenda item to the Commission at this time.  Each speaker is limited to 3 minutes, with 30 minutes total time 
allotted.) 
A. Agenda items  

At Karl Monetti’s request, Jane Steeves commented that when she called to inquire about the status of 
September meeting, the staff she spoke to in the FNSB Clerk’s and Mayor’s Offices were not aware of the 
existence of the Recycling Commission and the required newspaper advertising of meetings.   
Ariane Staples offered to make an educational presentation at relevant FNSB staff meetings if invited to do 
so. 
Jimmy Fox will investigate adding contact information to the required advertising and will research meeting 
cancellation protocols. 

B. Items not on the agenda 
None. 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. Items on agenda scheduled for public hearing 

None. 
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B. Items on agenda not scheduled for public hearing 
i.  Discuss and vote on venue and date change for commission meetings 

Brett Parks contacted the Noel Wien library to determine the availability of the small meeting room to the 
right of the front door.  Several scenarios were discussed relative to individual Commissioner’s availability 
and a variety of issues. 
MOTION:   to schedule future Recycling Commission meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the 
Noel Wien Library, 5:30 pm – 7:30pm, with the understanding that the Library can accommodate time 
overages up to 8:30pm. 
MOVED:  Ariane Staples 
SECONDED:  Brett Parks 
DISCUSSION:  Conditions will improve given that the Library space is free, above ground, quiet and 
includes audio-visual capabilities.  Library staff can be kept informed of meeting plans and provide that 
information to the public.  Concern was expressed that the Library may no longer have this time available 
to the Commission. 
AMENDMENT:  If the Library space is no longer available, Commission meetings will revert to the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month, 5:30 pm – 7:30pm at Mary Siah. 
MOVED:  Karl Hough 
SECONDED:   Brett Parks 
PASSED:  Unanimously. 

7. NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS/PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 
A. Items on agenda scheduled for public hearing 
 None. 
B. Items on agenda not scheduled for public hearing 

i. Discuss and act upon John Davies’ proposed Borough ordinance to fund and engineer’s report of a 
proposed recycling facility. 

ii. Discuss and act upon John Davies’ proposed Borough ordinance to send out RFPs for an entity to 
operate a Borough recycling center. 
Both Ordinances were voted on by the FNSB Assembly and passed prior to this Recycling Commission 
meeting.  Representatives from the major recycling activities already in place in the Borough attended the 
Assembly meeting.  Commissioner Ariane Staples attended.  She commented to the Commission that 
she would like to see more Commissioners attend Assembly meetings that address recycling issues.  
Individual Commissioners are requested to email Assembly members to express their appreciation for the 
voting results.   

8. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 
Ariane Staples requested additional information about the relationship between the Enterprise Fund and 
Recycling.    
Brett Parks and Ariane Staples commented that the contact sheet needs an update.  Brett Parks will ascertain the 
name of the new sustainability staff person at UAF. Please email known changes to Bob Jordan, FNSB.   
A meeting date was not set, since there are no new proposals to consider.  The recycling trailer is being used at 
public events and participated at the Fair.  Deb Hickok, Explore Fairbanks, has signed the contract to continue the 
Legacy Project of acquiring additional recycling bins that emanated from the 2014 Winter Games.  Documentation 
is in the Mayor’s office. 
As far as is known, K & K Recycling and the Rescue Mission still have avoided cost contracts with the FNSB. 
Brett Parks would like to discuss having a web presence.  How, why, was it taken down?  Brett will reach out to 
Bob Jordan, FNSB, for background and contact Karl Monetti to include a web presence item on the next 
Recycling Commission agenda. 

9. ADJOURN  
MOVED:  Karl Hough 
SECONDED:   Brett Parks 
DISCUSSION:   None 
APPROVED:  Unanimously 
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DRAFT COMPOSTING FEASIBILITY STUDY 
FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH, ALASKA 

 

November 25, 2015 

 

 

Prepared for: 

 

Fairbanks North Star Borough 
809 Pioneer Road 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

 

 

Prepared by: 

 

Arctic Data Services, LLC 
PO Box 345 

Ester, AK 99725 

 

    _____ 
 Rodney Guritz, principal chemist

COVER PAGE ONLY
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FNSB Recycling Commission budget for Fiscal Year 2015-16 

 

To promote and increase awareness of current and future recycling program within the Borough we propose a 
budget of $134,150  It will be divided into three subcategories: 

Education and outreach 
Electronics recycling 
Project development 

 
EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 

A major duty of this Commission is to increase public awareness of the recycling program through 
advertising and other means. To that end, the Commission requests funding for public education 
through advertising and encouraging recycling at public events within the Borough. 

 
Print advertising-  Solicit through the RFP process advertisements and or public service announcements 
appropriate for print media, radio, and television.  These ads would promote ongoing recycling events 
and locations as well as report on the success rate of current recycling (positive reinforcement).  The ads 
would be placed in the Daily News Miner, program books for local musical and theatrical events, high 
school and university papers, and other available print media.  
A media “blitz” is planned for the introduction of recycling containers at local transfer sites. 
Volume 4 of the Fairbanks Recycling Guide to be distributed via Sunday DNM supplement in fall of 2014, 
just prior to the Tanana Valley State Fair 
The Commission will contract for some reusable shopping bags for local distribution through grocery and 
other retail outlets as well as non-profits. 
The borough must set the example by promoting recycling at all public events.   Receptacles for 
separating recyclable materials should be placed next to all traditional waste bins.  These source 
separated recyclable products would be collected and brought to various recycling centers throughout 
the borough.  We propose accomplishing this through the RFP process by soliciting for proposals from 
non-profit (or for profit) organizations that would provide the human resources to collect and remove the 
bagged recycled materials.  The borough is purchasing a number of the special recycle bins for use at 
the various events.  The borough will contract with approved recycling firms to provide large recycle 
dumpsters at the events.  
Budget: 
-advertising copy $5,000 
-radio and tv advertising $5,000 
-Fairbanks Recycling Guide $5,000 
-reusable shopping bags $5,000 
-recycling at public events  $5,500 
 
 
Total $25,500 
 

A major duty for the Commission is to approve recyclers authorized to remove recyclable 
materials from the waste stream and eligible to receive payment for tonnage of materials that will 
not be placed in or transported to the landfill. The following two project proposals would facilitate 
this purpose. 
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ELECTRONICS RECYCLING 
Provide continued funding to the existing Interior Alaska Green Star (IAGS) electronic recycling depot.  
Currently IAGS offers electronic recycling once a month on the 3rd Friday & Saturday of the month.  
There is a fee associated with many of the electronic components collected.  It is in the best interest of 
the borough to keep all electronic items out of the landfill, which is obligated to take all electronic 
materials.  If fully funded the IAGS recycle depot would take all electronic materials free of charge.  With 
proper advertising (see above budget item) the majority of electronic items would be diverted from the 
landfill.  This would save space and keep toxic elements and hazardous waste out of the landfill.  All 
electronic materials collected by IAGS are properly recycled. 
The Commission has supported IAGS to provide electronics recycling to borough residents free of charge 
for 11 of the past 12 months. . IAGS has incurred a 10% increase in volume in FY15 and anticipates a 
10-15% increase in volume in FY16, hence the higher monetary request. 
IAGS electronics recycling budget available upon request.  
Total $78,650 

 
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

Provide funding for a fall recycling workshop and new projects as they are submitted to the Commission. 
Budget $30,000 

 
 
Total budget request FY16 $134,150 
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COMMUNITY RECYCLING
REVENUE AVAILABLE 

BALANCE
Solid Waste Collection District $62,500.00
Solid Waste Disposal $62,500.00

TOTAL $125,000.00 $125,000.00

EXPENDITURES

ENCUMBRANCE PAID TO DATE
REMAINING 

ENCUMBRANCE
AVAILABLE 

BALANCE
Fairbanks Rescue Mission $50,000.00 ($10,802.91) $39,197.09
K & K Recycling, Inc. $50,000.00 ($10,915.20) $39,084.80

TOTAL $100,000.00 ($21,718.11) $78,281.89 $25,000.00

TOTAL REMAINING BALANCE $25,000.00

SOLID WASTE OPERATING

REVENUE
FY15 TRANSFER 

IN
AVAILABLE 
BALANCE

Recycling/Household Hazardous Waste $134,150 $36,410.75

TOTAL $134,150 $36,410.75 $170,560.75

EXPENDITURES

ENCUMBRANCE PAID TO DATE
REMAINING 

ENCUMBRANCE
AVAILABLE 

BALANCE
GSIA - FY15 Digitalize Recycling Guide $13,809.80 ($13,809.80) $0.00
GSIA - FY15 Signs @ Trans Sites: Recycling Ed $4,408.95 ($4,408.95) $0.00
GSIA - FY15 Radio Ads & post mailer RC Ed $3,192.00 ($3,192.00) $0.00
Arctic Data Svcs LLC - FY15 Compost Study $15,000.00 $0.00 $15,000.00
GSIA - FY16 Electronic Recycling Support $72,000.00 ($18,000.00) $54,000.00

TOTAL $108,410.75 ($39,410.75) $69,000.00 $62,150.00

TOTAL REMAINING BALANCE $62,150.00

A balance of $1,184 remains in the original $65,000 budget (Ordinance 2009-39) for secretarial expenses.

FY16 RECYCLING COMMISSION BUDGET
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FNSB Recycling Commission budget for Fiscal Year 2016-17 

 

To promote and increase awareness of current and future recycling program within the Borough, we propose a 
budget of $134,150. It will be divided into three subcategories: 

Education and outreach 
Electronics recycling 
Project development 

 
EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 

A major duty of this Commission is to increase public awareness of the recycling program through 
advertising and other means. To that end, the Commission requests funding for public education through 
advertising and encouraging recycling at public events within the Borough. 

 
Print advertising-  Solicit through the RFP process advertisements and or public service 
announcements appropriate for print media, radio, and television.  These ads would promote 
ongoing recycling events and locations as well as report on the success rate of current recycling 
(positive reinforcement).  The ads would be placed in the Daily News Miner, program books for local 
musical and theatrical events, high school and university papers, and other available print media.  
A media “blitz” is planned for the introduction of recycling containers at local transfer sites. 
Volume 4 of the Fairbanks Recycling Guide to be distributed via Sunday FDNM supplement in fall of 
2014, just prior to the Tanana Valley State Fair 
The Commission will contract for some reusable shopping bags for local distribution through grocery 
and other retail outlets as well as non-profits. 
The borough must set the example by promoting recycling at all public events.   Receptacles for 
separating recyclable materials should be placed next to all traditional waste bins.  These source 
separated recyclable products would be collected and brought to various recycling centers 
throughout the borough.  We propose accomplishing this through the RFP process by soliciting for 
proposals from non-profit (or for profit) organizations that would provide the human resources to 
collect and remove the bagged recycled materials.  The borough is purchasing a number of the 
special recycle bins for use at the various events.  The borough will contract with approved recycling 
firms to provide large recycle dumpsters at the events.  
Budget: 
-advertising copy  $5,000 
-radio and tv advertising $5,000 
-Fbks Recycling Guide $5,000 
-reusable shopping bags $5,000 
-recycling at public events  $5,500 
 
 
Total $25,500 
 

A major duty for the Commission is to approve recyclers authorized to remove recyclable materials from the 
waste stream and eligible to receive payment for tonnage of materials that will not be placed in or transported to 
the landfill. The following two project proposals would facilitate this purpose. 
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ELECTRONICS RECYCLING 
Provide continued funding to the existing Interior Alaska Green Star (IAGS) electronic recycling depot.  
Currently IAGS offers electronic recycling once a month on the 3rd Friday & Saturday of the month.  
There is a fee associated with many of the electronic components collected.  It is in the best interest of 
the borough to keep all electronic items out of the landfill, which is obligated to take all electronic 
materials.  If fully funded the IAGS recycle depot would take all electronic materials free of charge.  With 
proper advertising (see above budget item) the majority of electronic items would be diverted from the 
landfill.  This would save space and keep toxic elements and hazardous waste out of the landfill.  All 
electronic materials collected by IAGS are properly recycled. 
The Commission has supported IAGS to provide electronics recycling to borough residents free of charge 
for 11 of the past 12 months. . IAGS has incurred a 10% increase in volume in FY15 and anticipates a 
10-15% increase in volume in FY16, hence the higher monetary request. 
IAGS electronics recycling budget available upon request.  
Total $78,650 

 
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

Provide funding for a fall recycling workshop and new projects as they are submitted to the Commission. 
Budget $30,000 

 
 
Total budget request FY17 $134,150 
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FNSB Recycling Commission 
Resolution 

Replace current Borough vehicular fleet over time with hybrid 
gas/electric or all-electric vehicles. 

 
Whereas; the FNSB Recycling Commission is charged with guiding the Borough to 
reduce, reuse, and recycle resources, and 
 
Whereas; energy for Borough vehicles is costly, and 
 
Whereas; the Borough owns and maintains numerous vehicles, from automobiles, to 
pickups and vans, to buses, and 
 
Whereas; fossil fuels used in current Borough vehicles are costly, finite, and a large 
contributor to local poor air quality and overall global climate change, and 
 
Whereas; the Borough should be setting an example for the public on energy 
conservation and efficiency, and 
 
Whereas; hybrid- or all-electric vehicles are currently available with driving ranges of up to 
200 miles using little or no fossil fuel, and 
 
Whereas; the current vehicular fleet is aging and must eventually be replaced, therefore  
 
Be it resolved that the Recycling Commission recommends the Borough examine the 
possibility of replacing these aging vehicles with the most energy efficient and least 
polluting options, namely hybrid gas-electric, or all-electric plug-in vehicles. 
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