
APPROVED MINUTES 
Recycling Commission Meeting 

Wednesday, December 9, 2015, 5:30pm – 7:30pm 
Noel Wien Library Conference Room 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL  

Commissioners:  Karl Monetti, Chairman; Ariane Staples, Karl Hough, Paul Knight, Frank Williams via 
Skype, Brett Parks 
FNSB Staff: Bob Jordan, Manager, Solid Waste Division; Dan Sloan, Public Works Director; Jane 
Steeves, Secretary 
Liaisons: Rodney Vesper, FNSB School District; Van Lawrence, FNSB Assembly 
Guests: Mayor Karl Kassel, FNSB; Rodney Guritz, Arctic Data Services LLC; Ken Simington, Alaska 
Waste; Becca Brado, Green Star of Interior Alaska 

3. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
(Approval of Consent Agenda passes all routine items indicated by an asterisk (*) on the agenda. 
Consent Agenda items are not considered separately unless so requested, in which case the item is 
returned to the general agenda. Said item will be discussed prior to public comment period, or under 
New Business, at discretion of Chairman.) 
A. *Approval of Agenda - 

MOTION: To accept as prepared, other than reversing the order of 7.B.i. and 7.B.ii. to enable Frank 
Williams to participate via Skype. 
MOVED: Ariane Staples 
SECONDED: Paul Knight 
DISCUSSION:  None 
PASSED: Unanimously  

B. *Approval of minutes of 10/21/2015 meeting 
Included in 3.A. above. 

4. MESSAGES 
A. Chairman’s comments 

I. Frank Williams is the newest Commissioner.  
II. Bob Jordan, Dan Sloan, and Karl Monetti have been meeting in the past month regarding 

recycling.  
a. The Public Works code is being updated. The Commission will not have any input to the 

discussion of the RFP’s for central recycling. However, per the Legal Department, one 
Commissioner may observe.  

b. The Fairbanks Rescue Mission has declined to respond to the RFP and may indeed cease 
recycling by July 1, 2016.  

c. The Recycling Commission website has been reactivated and the contacts list updated.  
d. The miscommunication regarding the cancelled Recycling Commission meeting was due to 

a new employee in the Clerk’s Office. A protocol is needed to advise the public of any future 
cancelled meeting – a note on the meeting room door at the library, perhaps.  

e. The Recycling Commission was authorized in November for another six years. 
B. Communications to the Recycling Commission: 

I. Annual report to the Mayor (already sent to the Mayor) 
II. HL-09 Recycling Options in Fairbanks (Pages 4 & 5) 

a. Not addressed at the meeting.  
III. Discuss “Draft Composting Feasibility Study, November 25, 2015, Arctic Data Services LLC” – 

Rodney Guritz  
a. There are four major options: 

i. Individual back yard composting – limited bulk even with ongoing education and 
research. 

ii. Cooperative recycling in small locations around town – limited by needing to share 
equipment. 
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iii. Centralized composting by a private entity using a windrow system to collect material 
from an FNSB facility – feasible, but dramatically dependent on volume and price; 
minimal FNSB support needed. 

iv. Diverting material to Golden Heart Utilities (GHU) – significantly higher cost to the FNSB 
unless a different process could be negotiated with GHU senior management. 

NOTES: Market demand is high, if the compost quality is high and organic. The largest 
composting in Alaska is occurring in Fairbanks at Golden Heart Utilities. The GHU bio-
solids with wood chips mixture sells out every year for use as a lawn fertilizer. 
Regardless of the end result, the landfill still has to be configured to accept compostable 
materials and to monitor and perhaps use the resultant methane.  

RECOMMENDATIONS: The Recycling Commission should pursue composting, an 
education and outreach program, and should plan for organic waste collection as the 
development of a central recycling center is pursued. They should ensure composting is 
included in the overall plan as the RFP’s are considered. 

Rodney Guritz welcomes comments from the Commission. Route through Chairman Monetti 
within the next two weeks. 

b. Mayor Karl Kassel was introduced to the Commission by Chairman Monetti. Mayor Kassel 
stated emphatically that he is supportive of recycling and isn’t pleased that Fairbanks is 
behind the recycling curve. 

C. Report on RFI/RFP Process – Bob Jordan 
I. Submittal deadline extended twice to Friday, December 11, 2015. 

5. CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
(Note: our policy is to encourage public comment. All items on the agenda will be open for public 
comment unless otherwise noted. If you would like to comment on any agenda items and cannot stay 
until such items come up for consideration during the meeting, you may comment at this time. You may 
also suggest a future agenda item to the Commission at this time. Each speaker is limited to 3 minutes, 
with 30 minutes total time allotted.) 
A. Agenda items  
B. Items not on the agenda 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. Items on agenda scheduled for public hearing 
B. Items on agenda not scheduled for public hearing 

7. NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS/PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 
A. Items on agenda scheduled for public hearing 
B. Items on agenda not scheduled for public hearing 

I. Discuss and act upon FY17 budget  
The FY17 budget is exactly the same as the FY16 budget. 
Mayor Kassel stated the Recycling Commission may use operating funds to create a specific 
project and hold the monies over the end of the fiscal year. Such a request should be submitted 
to the Mayor and subsequently to the Assembly for approval. The Mayor will investigate making 
the Recycling Commission and its budget a project, which would require Assembly approval, but 
would hold budget monies over the end of the fiscal year. Although making this change is not 
timely at the moment, Mayor Kassel will check with the Legal Department.  
It is assumed that the Recycling Commission would carry on forever even after the 
establishment of a central recycling system. The Commission would serve as an informed 
interim step between the public and the FNSB. The importance of the education piece is crucial. 
RFI’s and RFP’s will continue to be a FNSB and Recycling Commission collective process. 
MOTION: To adopt the proposed budget 
MOVED: Brett Parks 
SECONDED: Paul Knight 
DISCUSSION: None 
PASSED: Unanimously 
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II. Discuss and act upon whether the Commission should allow video conferencing for 
Commissioners out of town. A quorum is still required to be physically present at the meeting. 
MOTION: To allow video conferencing for out of town Commissioners provided a physical 
quorum is present 
MOVED: Brett Parks 
SECONDED:  Ariane Staples 
DISCUSSION:  Out of town is defined as outside the FNSB 
AMENDMENT #1:  A Commissioner must be outside the FNSB to participate in video 
conferencing. 
DISCUSSION:  Currently Skyping, Frank Williams can see, but not hear well at all. The 
technology problems can be fixed with a microphone, which the Commission will obtain. Karl 
Hough is concerned with technology taking too long to arrange, nervous about absent 
Commissioners, and the addition of more moving parts and potential misunderstandings, rather 
than fewer. The FNSB Legal Department has approved the video conferencing. Out of town 
Commissioners could possibly attend technically but not be allowed to vote.  
AMENDMENT #2: An out of town Commissioner may attend technically, but not be allowed to 
vote. 
DISCUSSION: If the audio issue is resolved, then out of town Commissioners may vote 
technologically. 
AMENDMENT #2: Failed. 
AMENDMENT #1: Passed 
MOTION: Passed with Karl Hough dissenting 

III. Discuss and act upon refreshments at future meetings 
MOTION: To not have refreshments at Recycling Commission meetings 
MOVED: Karl Hough  
SECONDED: Brett Parks 
DISCUSSION: The original issue was that all Commissions be treated the same by the FNSB. 
The Recycling Commission had already voted a number of years ago, to each bring his/her own 
refreshments. The Mayor commented that the FNSB appreciates the Commissioners and will 
provide refreshments, if desired, since the FNSB cannot pay salaries. A concern about the 
recycling of plastic water bottles was voiced.  
APPROVED: Unanimously 

IV. Discuss and act upon a resolution to the Borough recommending they replace aging Borough 
vehicles with gas/electric hybrids or all-electric vehicles 

New and different information was provided by several attendees. Chairman Monetti 
withdrew his resolution, tabled it, and chose to rewrite the Resolution. The amended Resolution 
will appear on the Agenda for the next meeting. 

V. Becca Brado, GSIA, reported that the electronics goal for the current year has already been 
exceeded and subsequently reset to a higher level. A grant was obtained for $440.00 per month 
for three months to pay for Facebook advertising.  
No additional monies are needed from the Recycling Commission at this time. 

8. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 
Brett Parks and Ariane Staples each recommended a UAF employee to serve as the UAF Liaison to 
the Recycling Commission. Chairman Monetti will contact these employees to see if either is willing to 
serve in a liaison capacity. 

9. ADJOURN  
MOVED: Karl Hough 
SECONDED: Ariane Staples 
DISCUSSION:  None 
APPROVED: Unanimously 
 


