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APPROVED MINUTES 
Recycling Commission Meeting 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016, 5:30pm – 7:30pm 
Noel Wien Library Conference Room 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL  

Commissioners:  Karl Monetti, Chairman; Ariane Staples; Jimmy Fox; Karl Hough; Paul Knight;  
Brett Parks 
FNSB Staff: Bob Jordan, Solid Waste Manager, Solid Waste Division; Jane Steeves, Secretary 
Liaisons: Rodney Vesper, Fairbanks North Star Borough School District; Van Lawrence, FNSB Assembly 
Guests: Ken Simington, Alaska Waste; Becca Brado, Green Star of Interior Alaska (GSIA); Richard Barth, 
Sandy DeLong, Fort Greely; Jeff Yarnell, FNSB resident 

3. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
(Approval of Consent Agenda passes all routine items indicated by an asterisk (*) on the agenda. 
Consent Agenda items are not considered separately unless so requested, in which case the item is 
returned to the general agenda. Said item will be discussed prior to public comment period, or under 
New Business, at discretion of Chair.) 
A. *Approval of Agenda 

MOTION: To approve as submitted 
MOVED: Karl Hough 
SECONDED: Brett Parks 
DISCUSSION:  None 
PASSED: Unanimously 

B. Approve minutes of 12/09/15 meeting 
4. MESSAGES 

A. Chairman’s comments 
I. The November 2015 Osher Life Long Learning (OLLI) recycling class included panelists Mr. 

Monetti, Ms. Brado, and representatives from K & K Recycling, and the Fairbanks Rescue 
Mission. Feedback was positive. A repeat class, including updates on interim recycling activities, 
is scheduled for March 2016. 

II. The FNSB RFI and RFP Recycling Committees include Mr. Monetti and Mr. Jordan 
B. Communications to the Recycling Commission 

I. Report on progress of RFI (Request for Information-Recycling Operator) review committee – 
Bob Jordan 
The RFI/RFP is under the procurement process which limits the availability of details. The FNSB 
issued a RFI in November 2015 soliciting interest in operating a central recycling facility. The RFI 
closed December 3, 2015. The selection committee is currently reviewing the submissions prior 
to the next meeting March 14, 2016. The next step is the issuance of a RFP listing criteria 
required from the three responders to the RFI. The committee is proceeding with caution to 
ensure that, in addition to requesting a business plan, the required list of information will be all 
inclusive. The goal is to produce one master RFP. 
Van Lawrence indicated that the selection of a central recycling operator(s) will occur in less 
than one year. 
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II. Report on electronics recycling – Becca Brado 
9.6 tons of electronics was recycled in January 2016. The target for February is 14.1 tons. 135 
tons was recycled in 2015, with a goal of 160 tons this year. Ms. Brado visited Total Reclaim in 
Seattle, the company that accepts the electronic materials. See pictures and video on Facebook.  
Mr. Lawrence is interested in knowing the volume of electronics sold in the community.  
Mr. Fox expressed concern about the ongoing relationship with Air Land Transport, Inc. Ms. 
Brado said the relationship is strong. She has no concern about Air Land backing away from the 
current relationship 
The new GSIA business space is large enough to welcome recycling drop-offs by special 
appointment or by chance from seeing the sign on Van Horn. 

III. Final report on Composting Feasibility Study, Arctic Data Services, LLC. 
Rodney Guritz is out of town. He will present his final report and a new proposal at the next 
Recycling Commission meeting. 

5. CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
(Note: our policy is to encourage public comment. All items on the agenda will be open for public 
comment unless otherwise noted. If you would like to comment on any agenda items and cannot stay 
until such items come up for consideration during the meeting, you may comment at this time. You 
may also suggest a future agenda item to the Commission at this time. Each speaker is limited to 3 
minutes, with 30 minutes total time allotted.) 
A. Agenda items  

Richard Barth addressed the Commission regarding the recycling effort on Fort Greely. Mr. Barth, 
who has spent his career in several areas of environmental concern, currently manages the 
mandated recycling project on Fort Greely. There is a fully legal and functioning landfill and 
recycling center in operation. Much of the collected material is repurposed. Volunteers have signed 
up to post items on eBay.  Materials are sold by auction and bid as well. Although the facility is 
open to the public to purchase materials, there has not been much local interest. Composting for 
use in the Fort Greely nursery and community garden is being prepared in an earth tub. Glass is 
being crushed for concrete and cardboard is being processed into briquettes. Transportation and 
labor costs are met by sales monies from the recycling. The federal government does not provide 
any money to support the recycling.  
A private company is providing recycling in Haines. Once regionalized, the recycling materials will 
be stored in Haines to be shipped to Seattle when the market is right. Haines is much closer to 
market than Anchorage. The benefit to the Haines recycler is a better market price for higher 
volume. Shipping through Canada is not a problem provided the material is not hazardous. 
Canadians indicated an interest in participating as well. Tractors, trailers, and other equipment 
purposed for recycling can be removed from government auctions and shipped to Fort Greely, free. 
Material shipped to Haines will be single stream, bailed, except for cardboard and glass. Sorting will 
be done in Seattle. Cardboard and construction and demo materials will be retained to capture a 
better local price. 
The big hope is to make it all work at a breakeven point. Research indicates the recycling on Fort 
Greely must be regionalized with other government entities, and through established partnerships 
with other non-profits, to be successful. 

B. Items not on the agenda 
None 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. Items on agenda scheduled for public hearing 

None 
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B. Items on agenda not scheduled for public hearing 
None 

7. NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS/PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 
A. Items on agenda scheduled for public hearing 

None 
B. Items on agenda not scheduled for public hearing 

I. Discuss and act upon FY17 GSIA Electronics Recycling Depot Proposal 
MOTION: To accept the proposal as submitted. 
MOVED: Brett Parks 
SECONDED: Paul Knight 
DISCUSSION: GSIA received $4,500 seed money grant from the GVEA Foundation to begin the 
recycling of smoke alarms and fluorescent light bulbs. The money will be used during the first 
year to purchase supplies and drums for shipping. North Coast Electric recycles fluorescents for 
business.  Exit signs, having a radioactive chip, are very costly to recycle, hence, not currently 
included. 
Mr. Fox expressed concern that the proposal is requesting sufficient funds to last the fiscal year 
given the recycling growth rate. Mr. Jordan responded that since funds are dispersed monthly, 
GSIA and the Commission will recognize the need for additional funding before electronics 
recycling could be compromised. 
APPROVED: Unanimously. 

II. Discuss and elect officers for 2016  
MOTION: To keep the same Chair, Karl Monetti, and Vice Chair, Jimmy Fox 
MOVED: Karl Hough 
SECONDED: Brett Parks 
DISCUSSION: Mr. Fox would prefer to step down in favor of another Commissioner. Mr. Parks 
volunteered to accept the position of Vice Chairman. 
Ariane Staples requested a list of roles and responsibilities for the positions: the Chairman runs 
Commission meetings and is the liaison between the Commission and the FNSB Mayor, Solid 
Waste, etc. The Chairman also generates agenda ideas and is a central point for gathering and 
dispersing information. The Vice Chairman sits in for the Chairman in times of need. Chairman 
Monetti stated he would prefer to remain Chairman until a sustainable central recycling 
program is in place.  
MOTION WITHDRAWN: Karl Hough. 
MOTION: To elect Karl Monetti, Chairman and Brett Parks, Vice Chairman 
MOVED: Karl Hough  
SECONDED: Paul Knight 
DISCUSSION: None 
APPROVED: Unanimously 

8. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 

  Jeff Yarnell expressed his thanks to the Commission for the work accomplished to date. 

 Ms. Brado requested attendees take Electronics Recycling flyers to post around town. 

 Mr. Knight requested K & K Recycling be invited to address the next meeting. 

 Mr. Hough inquired about the status of the purchased grocery bags. Ms. Brado will provide an 
update to the next meeting. Fred Meyer West is allowing a table to be used for distributing the 
bags to the general public. 

 Mr. Parks will follow up on securing a liaison from UAF. 

 The next meeting will probably be in April. 
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 Ms. Brado met with representatives from the Fairbanks Rescue Mission with a view to GSIA 
assuming responsibility for the Mission recycling which is expected to end June 30, 2016. The 
recycling activity is no longer in line with the Mission’s goals and objectives. Conversation is 
currently stalled. John Davies, immediate past Assembly liaison, is requesting the Mayor to 
contact the Mission regarding a smooth transition at the end of June. Ms. Brado stated that 
Green Star is willing to take on the responsibility for the Mission recycling activity whether or 
not Green Star is chosen as the central recycling operator. 

9. ADJOURN  
MOVED: Jimmy Fox 
SECONDED: Ariane Staples 
DISCUSSION:  None 
APPROVED: Unanimously 
 


