Bicycle Lanes

Bike lanes are intended to provide separate, well-

defined routes for commuters to travel to key

destinations within and outside of the downtown.

These routes are most appropriate along busy collector

and arterial streets, where mixing of cyclists, autos

and trucks would be safe. The design of these routes

should include:

= On-pavement signs and sign posts, identifying a
street as a bicycle lane

= Bike boxes placed in front of and in full view of
drivers at signalized busy street intersections. (See
image below)

= Bike facilities such as bike racks and storage areas
placed at key destinations

= A minimum bike-lane width of 5 ft.

Bicycle Boxes

Bicycle Lanes and Signhage

Proposed
Bicycle Lanes

N
Legend
@ e» Proposed Bicycle Lanes
© Potential Bike Box Locations
Bicycle Lanes
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Transit Framework The framework components include:

X
= Transit Center — siting and development of a new o
The transit framework recognizes that downtown downtown center S
growth and rising oil costs will make transit more = Streetcar — concepts for a long-term rail circulator g
viable and attractive over time. = Downtown Bus Shuttle System — short- and long- o
- S
The framework addresses both short-term bus needs term services w
and proposes a long-term streetcar system that will These components are explained on the following pages. =
meet the need for higher vehicle capacity and quality. %
The framework connects major regional destinations, =
such as the airport, UAF, and military bases, to the
downtown.
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Multi-Modal Transit Center

The current transit center, located off of Cushman Street
between 5th and 6th avenues, was recently improved to
include a transit ticketing, waiting and driver comfort
facility. While the site meets current demand for adequate
bus pick-up, drop-off and layover, a new multi-modal

facility is proposed to expand and improve transit service.

An Opportunity to Improve Transit Services and
Build a Public Square

A strategy should be developed to identify short- and
long-term facility needs for downtown transit.

Short Term — develop a phased plan for construction of
the Cushman Square that maintains the existing transit
facilities and functions.

Long Term — develop a plan to create a multi-modal

facility that provides for future expansion. The plan

should include:

= A transit facility built on the ground floor of a
parking structure, including public transit and tour
busses, park-and-ride spaces, bicycle facilities and
reserved parking space for rental car agencies.

Existing
Transit
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Streetcar

Unlike bus transit services, which are typically used
solely for commuter trips or “lifeline” transportation
for people who do not own a car or cannot drive,
streetcars provide transit for a broader user market.

While the streetcar mode may be a long-term project,
all efforts to expedite its implementation will, in turn,
foster earlier and increased private sector development
along its route.
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As an explicit development-inducing tool, streetcars are

effective for several reasons:

= The permanence of rail — the commitment involved
in building a fixed-rail line can be a convincing
factor in influencing developers, residents and
businesses that a location is an attractive investment.
No such situation occurs with bus routes, since they
can be easily rerouted

= The streetcar line provides a physical “focus™ —
transit-oriented development organizes around the
streetcar station stops and travel routes, spreading
out within a convenient, quarter-mile walking
radius

= Streetcars attract tourists and “occasional riders”
— with streetcars, a particular market for “choice”

Phase Il Connection
to the University of

MINNIE STREET

Oty
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riders is tourists. Rail systems in general, and £
vintage streetcar systems in particular, have many "«» \ 2
qualities that tourists value. As Fairbanks continues ¢ ’%-..,W \ e
to expand into a cultural and recreational center, the g Caten . 4 ot
needs of tourists become an ever important concern s - & w :2
in planning transit infrastructure | phase 1l connection H Tc%y‘ Comelory
The proposed phase I streetcar route would link the § ""‘;“»"‘% to the Airport ""‘
Fairbanks Train Depot to downtown and the civic 2 _39 " AVEN 1
uses identified on the south end of Cushman Street at S = - M \
Airport Way. This route would link: € oo aanuiii s w oo h Treaenannanny g s e e e — Y | 1
= Transit-oriented development and new housing in Y "‘w‘lmr.a-,}-b
the Railyard District S '
= The depot to downtown hotels, the civic center, N

riverfront and shopping
Legend
== = Proposed Streetcar Route

mEEI Future Streetcar Connections

@ Transit Center

Detailed sections showing the streetcar route are

identified on the following page. Proposed Streetcar Circulation
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Streetcar

The streetcar route would run from the Fairbanks Train

Depot west along an improved Charles Street to the new

Railyard District park block street and across the Chena

River at the Cushman Bridge, following along Cushman

Street to the roundabout at Airport Way and return north

along the same route. The following sections identify

the location of the streetcar within these existing and

proposed streets. The streetcar design would include:

= Rails located in the street within the travel lanes
along Cushman Street, Charles Street and the new
Railyard park blocks

= Streetcar running in traffic in each direction

= Catenary wires attached to poles for electric
propulsion

= Platforms at key streetcar stop locations that provide
for a flat-floor entry serving ADA requirements for
persons with disabilities

Streetcar in Cold Climate

Southbound Northbound
d Streetcars/Autos Streetcars/Autos
Shared Lane Shared Lane

Proposed Railyard Park Blocks Section

Streetcars/Auto
Shared Travel
Lanes

Southbound Northbound
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Proposed Cushman Street Section
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Shuttle

A rubber-wheeled “local circulator” should be provided
to link major destinations outside the downtown core
that are not within walking distance. The borough

and city should coordinate on the study, design and
implementation of a shuttle route as proposed in the plan.
Key destinations include:

(1> Pioneer Park (Alaskaland)

(2> Noel Wien Library

(3> Transit Center

Cushman Square and the retail hot spot
Golden Heart Plaza

Morris Thompson Cultural and Visitors
Center

Carlson Center

Fairbanks Train Depot

30 668

Key principles that would apply to the design of the

shuttle service are:

= Simple, two-way routes — focus on straightforward,
easy-to-understand, two-way travel; one-way loops
discourage passengers who wish to travel in both
directions

= Frequent service — plan frequent intervals between
bus headways

= “Design branding” — signature, memorable
design of buses and shelters will increase system

identification

To Mall
e
L
[}
'I
prEssnAY []
Jpwhnsn L = 5 & Chuy,
LT s‘ ‘-'(),I‘j
L
! L4
‘.". MINHIE STREET
y i
...... 3 o
e g o* ‘ &
.. .. \"
* %)
: (6
‘.l ' \-r.u-‘m
%b,' '.‘. ‘3
~ 7 3
= ® e
.-.:’:'—“3«:"‘. %"ﬁ -
Ll & ey
o X . Ly
‘: .t al Benak - 4
- 5 g * '.o 2
1 : ] = c-f? Vol AVEIGE . g
. B feron seper = e Lanate = M
= weeks b
': = @ Fied =| =
..-.i"@....---t-.----...---.....-- ssa - .|v
o
. M?;wu.:
B ol
Legend
® e e e Proposed Shuttle Route
@ Transit Center . i
Proposed Shuttle Circulation

Vision Fairbanks Downtown Plan | Land Use Framework | Adopted August 21, 2008

Transit Framework




CranpaLL ArRAMBULA
Revitalizing America’s Cities
520 SW Yamhill, Roof Suite 4
Portland, Oregon 97204
(503) 417-7879
WWW.ca-City.com



