
2009 ANNUAL REPORT 

______________________________________ 

 

 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
NPDES Permit No. AKS-053414 

 
 
 
 
 

PERMITTEE: 
FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: 
 

Fairbanks North Star Borough 
Department of Public Works 

PO Box 71267 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 

(907) 459-1345 
 

May 2009 
 
 



2009 Annual Report 
NPDES Permit No. AKS-053414  Fairbanks North Star Borough 
 

 - i - 

 
APPROVAL SIGNATURES 

 
Any person executing an approval signature of the Annual Report is making the following 
certification: 
 
“I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under 
my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified 
personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted.  Based on my inquiry of 
the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for 
gathering information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
true, accurate, and complete.  I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting 
false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.” 
 
 
Name Title Signature Date 
Jim Whitaker Mayor, Fairbanks North Star 

Borough 
  

Scott Johnson Director, Fairbanks North Star 
Borough, Department of Public 
Works 

  

 



2009 Annual Report 
NPDES Permit No. AKS-053414  Fairbanks North Star Borough 
 

 - ii - 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
 
  Page 
 
Approval Signatures................................................................................................................... i 

Table of Contents ...................................................................................................................... ii 

Acronyms ................................................................................................................................. iii 

 

I. Permittee Information ....................................................................................................1 

II. Reporting Period ............................................................................................................1 

III. Status of Storm Water Management Program ...............................................................1 

 III.A Public Education and Outreach ..........................................................................2 

 III.B Public Involvement and Participation ................................................................7 

 III.C Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination ....................................................11 

 III.D Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control ...............................................15 

 III.E Post-Construction Storm Water Management in 
  New Development and Redevelopment ...........................................................19 

 III.F Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping for 
  Municipal Operations .......................................................................................22 

IV. Certification .................................................................................................................25 

 

 

Appendix A   Public Education and Outreach Materials 

Appendix B   Public Involvement and Participation Materials 

Appendix C   FNSB Ordinance 2008-22 

Appendix D   Fairbanks Urbanized Area Construction Guide 

Appendix E   Draft BMP Manual 

Appendix F   Draft FNSB Ordinance 2009-XX 

 
 
 



2009 Annual Report 
NPDES Permit No. AKS-053414  Fairbanks North Star Borough 
 

 - iii - 

 
ACRONYMS 

 
ADOT&PF ...... Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities – Northern Region 
ADEC ........................................................ Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
AGC ......................................................................... Associated General Contractors of Alaska 
BMP .................................................................................................. Best Management Practice 
COF ..................................................................................................................City of Fairbanks 
CWA ................................................................................................................. Clean Water Act 
EPA ............................................................................... U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
FNSB........................................................................................... Fairbanks North Star Borough 
FSWAC ................................................................Fairbanks Storm Water Advisory Committee 
MS4 ............................................................................ Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
NP .................................................................................................................. City of North Pole 
NPDES ......................................................... National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
PSA ............................................................................................. Public Service Announcement 
SWMP ................................................................................ Storm Water Management Program 
TMDL ............................................................................................ Total Maximum Daily Load 
UAF........................................................................................ University of Alaska – Fairbanks 
 
 



2009 Annual Report 
NPDES Permit No. AKS-053414  Fairbanks North Star Borough 
 

 - 1 - 

I PERMITTEE INFORMATION 
 
Permit Number: AKS-053414 
 
Permittee:  Fairbanks North Star Borough 
   PO Box 71267 
   Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 
   Attention:  Department of Public Works 
 
Annexation:  Have any areas been added to the MS4 due to Annexation or other 

legal means? 
 

YES   NO   
 
 
 
II REPORTING PERIOD 
 
The reporting period of this fourth MS4 permit year is June 1, 2008 to May 31, 2009. 
 
 
 
III STATUS OF STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 
The Fairbanks North Star Borough (FNSB) submitted a written description of our Storm 
Water Management Program (SWMP) to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in a 
letter dated March 7, 2003 as part of our MS4 Permit Application.  The final MS4 Permit 
issued by EPA incorporated the letter by reference into the permit requirements.  The EPA 
expanded the SWMP to include the six minimum control measures listed below. 
 
1. Public Education and Outreach. 
2. Public Involvement and Participation. 
3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination. 
4. Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control. 
5. Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and Redevelopment. 
6. Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations. 
 
The EPA also issued a fact sheet for the MS4 permit that explains and clarifies some of the 
permit language.  All three documents (the FNSB letter, the MS4 permit, and the permit fact 
sheet) define the SWMP as it currently exists with the six minimum control measures 
forming the primary SWMP objectives. 
 
The following subsections detail the implementation status of each of the six minimum 
control measures. 
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III.A Public Education and Outreach 
 
The requirements of the first control measure, Public Education and Outreach, are outlined in 
MS4 permit section II.B.1.  The following discussion presents the efforts taken by the FNSB 
to meet these requirements.  This discussion is based on the Annual Report documentation 
criteria presented in permit section II.B.1.d. 
 

1. Public education programs and outreach activities accomplished 
during the fourth permit year, including at least one copy of each 
educational material distributed. 

 
The FNSB joined together with the City of Fairbanks (COF), the City of North Pole (NP), the 
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities – Northern Region (ADOT&PF), 
and the University of Alaska – Fairbanks (UAF) to meet the MS4 permit’s public education 
and outreach requirements.  Efforts were coordinated through the Fairbanks Storm Water 
Advisory Committee (FSWAC), a group comprised of members of the five Fairbanks MS4 
permittee organizations, the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), 
and the general public.  FSWAC formed a Public Education and Outreach Subcommittee to 
implement the public education and outreach program.  The program goal is to create a 
viable and sustainable means of educating the greater Fairbanks community about the 
impacts of storm water discharge to the MS4 and local water bodies.  Subcommittee 
meetings are generally held each spring as a kick-off to the storm water season.  Business is 
then conducted via eMail or during regular FSWAC meetings.  The agenda for the 2009 
spring kick-off meeting is included in Appendix A. 
 
Program activities are primarily conducted in the spring and summer months each year when 
storm water concerns are easily identifiable to members of the community due to snowmelt 
runoff, rainfall, ditch flow, or standing water in parking lots or along streets.  Summaries of 
the activities completed during the fourth permit year are provided below. 
 
Fairbanks Storm Water Management Program Website 
 
The Fairbanks Storm Water Management Program Website is maintained by the FNSB at 
http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/PWorks/StormWaterManagementProgram/ on behalf of FSWAC.  
The website provides a definition of storm water, background on why storm water is 
regulated, an overview of the Fairbanks Storm Water Management Program, storm water 
news, and copies of the two Fairbanks area Phase II NPDES Permits and Annual Reports.  
The website also provides links to pertinent documents such as the ADOT&PF Alaska Storm 
Water Pollution Prevention Plan Guide, the EPA Construction General Permit, EPA fact 
sheets, and a map of the Fairbanks Urbanized Area.  A new section has been added to the 
website this year titled Program Requirements.  Included in the section is a link to a recently 
created document on construction site requirements for the Fairbanks Urbanized Area.  This 
document and several other sections of the website are discussed in more detail later in this 
report.  Both the FNSB and the COF maintain a link to the website on their respective home 
pages at http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/ and http://ci.fairbanks.ak.us/.  A copy of the website is 
included in Appendix A. 
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Storm Drain Stenciling 
 
FSWAC continued the storm drain stenciling program in the fourth permit year stenciling 
over eighty storm drains including nine FNSB drains, 42 ADOT&PF drains, and 33 COF 
drains.  The purpose of the stencils is to help identify storm drain inlets to the public, educate 
the public on where storm drains outfall, and discourage illicit discharges.  The stenciling 
effort concentrated on drains in the downtown pedestrian corridor near the Chena River and 
Noyes Slough.  A spreadsheet listing this year’s stencil locations is included in Appendix A. 
 
Public Notice 
 
In July 2008, FSWAC conducted a litter survey of a portion of the Chena River in 
preparation for the annual Community Stream Cleanup Day.  FSWAC documented over a 
dozen residential properties that appeared to be disposing grass clippings onto the river’s 
banks.  The incident prompted a joint effort by the FNSB and COF to prepare a Public Notice 
for distribution to over 200 waterfront property owners in the urban area.  The Public Notice 
reminded owners of the potential harm that excess grass clippings, raked leaves, cut limbs, 
brush trimmings, and other vegetative debris can cause when placed in a waterway or on a 
stream bank near the water’s edge.  A copy of the Public Notice is included in Appendix A. 
 
Earth Day Educational Presentation 
 
FSWAC delivered the Storm Water is Cool presentation to various FNSB elementary schools 
during the observation of National Earth Week.  The 15- to 25-minute presentation provided 
an overview of the types of pollutants carried in storm water, how those pollutants reach area 
water bodies, and what can be done to limit the effects.  Several of the presentations also 
included an additional watershed model demonstration.  The EnviroScape® Nonpoint Source 
Model helped children make the visual connection between what they learned during the 
slide show and what happens in our watershed.  The children actually watched storm water 
pick-up pollutants (cocoa and colored drink mixes) and carry them to a lake.  Other 
presentations included an experiment for the children to conduct with milk, food coloring, 
and dish soap.  The experiment used the milk as a natural water body and the food coloring 
and soap as common pollutants found in storm water.  The children were able to observe the 
migration of “pollutants” in what appeared to be standing “water”. 
 
In total, there were 17 presentations delivered to over 500 elementary school children at 
seven different schools.  After each presentation, storm water stickers and brochures were 
distributed to the students.  The brochures were developed by FSWAC as a new outreach tool 
this year.  They are dynamic in nature whereby the final notes on the back of the brochure are 
revised depending on the audience.  The student brochures included an invitation to join 
FSWAC for the 2009 Stream Cleanup Day, which was discussed during the slide show.  
Other editions of the brochure and details on the brochure contents are discussed later in this 
report.  Some first and second grade students also received Earth Day coloring books. 
 
The enthusiastic reaction of the children and the generation of insightful questions evidenced 
the success of this educational effort.  A copy of the slide show, a spreadsheet outlining 
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participation, information on the model and experiment, and copies of the stickers, brochure, 
and coloring book are included in Appendix A. 
 
Public Service Announcement 
 
In April 2009, FSWAC prepared a new Public Service Announcement (PSA) for distribution 
to local radio stations.  Stations were asked to broadcast the thirty second announcement 
during the week leading up to the Fairbanks Annual Spring [Roadside] Cleanup Day, which 
was held on May 9, 2009.  The PSA reminded the public to pay particular attention to area 
storm drains and ditches with an explanation of the types of pollutants that can travel through 
these storm water conveyance systems and end up in area waterways.  A local television 
news agency also conducted an interview with FSWAC for their evening news reports.  This 
year’s cleanup netted approximately 25.8 tons of solid waste.  A copy of the spring 2009 
PSA is included in Appendix A. 
 
Educational Material Distribution 
 
2008 Red Green Regatta     FSWAC distributed copies of the 2008 Community Survey on 
local storm water quality issues at the annual Red Green Regatta on July 20, 2008.  The 
regatta is an annual community event celebrating the creativity of Fairbanks residents who 
design and build rafts to enter in a race on the Chena River.  Approximately 50 surveys were 
distributed.  Survey content and results are discussed later in this report. 
 
2008 Governor’s Picnic     FSWAC also distributed copies of the survey at the Governor’s 
Picnic on July 20, 2008.  This annual community event provides Fairbanks residents an 
opportunity to mingle with state lawmakers while enjoying free refreshments and food served 
by the governor.  Family entertainment and other activities take place all afternoon at 
FNSB’s Pioneer Park.  Approximately 150 surveys were distributed. 
 
2008 Tanana Valley State Fair     FSWAC again utilized the EnviroScape® Nonpoint Source 
Model and distributed approximately 200 Storm Water is Cool wristbands and 100 
Community Surveys at the FNSB booth at the Tanana Valley State Fair on August 8, 2008.  
While the model presentation attracted mostly younger viewers, the children’s parents and 
guardians (and other passersby) had a chance to see storm water in action and asked 
numerous questions about local storm water programs. 
 
2009 Northern Living Home Show     As previously noted, FSWAC developed a new 
brochure for distribution throughout the summer at local events.  The brochure identifies ten 
ways to prevent storm water runoff pollution at home focusing on lawn and garden care, 
vehicle care, pet care, and home improvements.  A short section is included on the back of 
the brochure that can be revised depending on the target audience or potential upcoming 
events.  For instance, as noted above, the brochures distributed to local students included the 
date of the annual stream clean-up event.  The first distribution of the brochure was made at 
the Northern Living Home Show in Fairbanks during the weekend of March 27 – 29, 2009.  
This annual event is held in Fairbanks each spring to kick off the construction season, and 
includes a wide variety of local vendors showcasing building materials, equipment, and 
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services.  Approximately 150 vendors participate each year with an average of 7,500 people 
attending over a 3-day weekend.  At this year’s event, FSWAC distributed approximately 
150 brochures and 100 Storm Water is Cool wristbands.  Fifty copies of the new construction 
site requirements guide were also given out.  A copy of the Home Show brochure, which 
focused on the importance of everyone doing his/her part to ensure clean water, is included in 
Appendix A.  The construction site requirements guide is discussed in a later section. 
 
2009 Fairbanks Spring [Roadside] Cleanup Day     FSWAC distributed 50 copies of the new 
brochure to the United Way of the Tanana Valley for dissemination to groups and individuals 
picking up cleanup day trash bags.  A copy of the cleanup day brochure, which focuses on 
the importance of removing pollutants from storm drains, ditches, and culverts, is included in 
Appendix A. 
 

2. Methods and frequency of disseminating information. 
 
FSWAC distributed public education and outreach program information using multiple 
formats including the internet, radio, in-person, and the print media.  The Fairbanks Storm 
Water Management Program Website provides information on our local storm water program 
year-round and the Spring PSA and Earth Day Educational Presentations are provided 
annually in April.  The frequency of distribution during other activities varies, but is largely 
focused on community events occurring during the summer months. 
 

3. Target audiences and pollutants/sources that are addressed by the 
program, and how they were selected. 

 
Target audiences for the public education and outreach program include: 
 
• Home and property owners; 
• Business owners and operators; 
• Federal, state, and local agencies; and 
• Students and the general public. 
 
Education and outreach efforts have been tailored to reach the above-listed target audiences, 
both individually and collectively, through message content and method of distribution.  For 
example, the content and accessibility of the Fairbanks Storm Water Management Program 
Website collectively provides regulatory information for home, property, and business 
owners.  The Earth Day Educational Presentations, on the other hand, limit their focus to 
educating students which may have limited exposure to curriculum on storm water and the 
effects of storm water pollution.  Furthermore, the Spring PSAs and other educational 
material distribution, such as the brochures at the Home Show or the surveys at the Regatta, 
Governor’s Picnic, and the State Fair, focus on the community as a whole. 
 
FSWAC selected pollutants of concern based on permit requirements designed to enhance 
the quality of local waters on ADEC’s impaired water bodies list, namely the Chena River, 
Chena Slough, and Noyes Slough.  The pollutants of concern include petroleum products and 



2009 Annual Report 
NPDES Permit No. AKS-053414  Fairbanks North Star Borough 
 

 - 6 - 

sediments for the Chena River and Chena Slough; and sediment, petroleum products, and 
debris for Noyes Slough. 
 

4. Estimate of the number of people reached by the program during the 
fourth permit year. 

The public education and outreach program has reached over 8,000 people during the fourth 
permit year.  This includes over 1,500 visitors to the Fairbanks Storm Water Management 
Program Website between June 2008 and May 2009; over 200 residents receiving public 
notices; roughly 5,500 residents that may have heard the PSA over the radio or noted the 
storm drain stencils on pedestrian paths; 500 students that attended the Earth Day educational 
presentations; approximately 150 people that picked up a brochure, wristband, or 
construction guide at the Northern Living Home Show; approximately 200 people who 
stopped to see the storm water presentation at the Tanana Valley State Fair; and nearly 200 
people at the Red Green Regatta and Governor’s Picnic. 
 
The public education and outreach components of the activities outlined in Section III.B of 
this report for Control Measure 2 may have also reached an additional audience of 3,000 to 
4,000 people.  These activities included hosting an annual community stream cleanup event 
and convening monthly FSWAC meetings, which are open to the public. 
 

5. Measurable goals for the public education and outreach program for 
the next permit year and dates by which the goals will be achieved. 

 
The measureable goal for the public education and outreach program over the next reporting 
year will be to generally expand our efforts.  This expansion may include the following: 
 
Public Notices/Public Service Announcements 
 
FSWAC will continue to utilize Public Notices when potential pollution incidences, such as 
the grass clippings, occur.  This is an effective way to educate the public as whole on storm 
water issues that may not be well publicized or understood.  FSWAC may also develop 
additional seasonal PSAs that will address storm water concerns and BMPs pertinent to each 
season of the year.  For instance, PSAs may focus on lawn care and vehicle maintenance 
practices during the summer, leaf litter disposal during the fall, snow disposal practices 
during the winter, and snowmelt runoff during the spring.  PSA distribution methods may 
also include newspaper advertisements in addition to radio broadcasts. 
 
Educational Presentations 
 
FSWAC may make additional educational presentations throughout the summer months to 
local chapters of various organizations in the design and construction fields such as the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, the American Institute of Architects, the Society of 
Professional Land Surveyors, and the AGC of Alaska.  Additionally, organizations such as 
the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce, the Fairbanks Economic Development 
Corporation, Festival Fairbanks, and the Fairbanks Downtown Association that have a vested 
interest in keeping local waterways clean and open for public use may be interested in ways 
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to help FSWAC with annual goals.  FSWAC may also expand the Earth Week presentations 
to middle and/or high school students. 
 
Educational Material Distribution 
 
FSWAC may make additional distributions of educational material at other annual 
community events such as the Golden Days Parade.  The Golden Days Parade and Street Fair 
is an annual weeklong event in downtown Fairbanks consisting of a collection of local 
festivities honoring the history of gold discovery in the area.  FSWAC may focus on the 
Street Fair portion of the event, when a multitude of vendors are present, and where FSWAC 
can secure a booth or share a booth to distribute educational materials 
 

6. Persons responsible for implementing and coordinating the 
education activities. 

 
Jennifer Schmetzer is the FNSB storm water engineer.  Her primary responsibility is to 
coordinate the FNSB Storm Water Management Program, including public education and 
outreach activities.  Ms. Schmetzer works under the direction of Randy Johnson, Deputy 
Director, FNSB Department of Public Works.  Ms. Schmetzer is a member of the FSWAC 
Public Education and Outreach Subcommittee and works closely with the other MS4 permit 
organizations. 
 

7. Compliance with Permit Requirements. 
 
To date, the FNSB has met all requirements identified in Section II.B.I of the MS4 permit for 
Control Measure 1.  The following table provides a summary of these requirements, their 
compliance dates, and status as of May 2009. 
 

Permit 
Section SWMP Component Compliance 

Date 
Status 

(as of May 2009) 
II.B.1.a Implement a public education 

program. 
June 1, 2006 Completed. 

II.B.1.b Distribute storm water educational 
materials to target audiences. 

At least once 
annually. 

Completed through permit 
year four; ongoing for permit 

year five. 
II.B.1.c Prepare and distribute outreach 

materials to local media outlets. 
At least once 

annually. 
Completed through permit 

year four; ongoing for permit 
year five. 

 
 
 
III.B Public Involvement and Participation 
 
The requirements of the second control measure, Public Involvement and Participation, are 
outlined in MS4 permit Section II.B.2.  The following discussion presents the efforts taken 
by the FNSB to meet these requirements.  This discussion is based on the Annual Report 
documentation criteria presented in permit section II.B.2.f. 
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1. Activities and target audiences for public involvement that the 
program accomplished in the fourth permit year, including the 
results of any information collected or analyzed. 

 
Target audiences for the public involvement and participation efforts are the same as those 
outlined in the previous subsection for Control Measure 1.  Summaries of the public 
involvement and participation activities completed during the fourth permit year are provided 
below. 
 
Fairbanks Storm Water Management Program Website 
 
As mentioned in the subsection for Control Measure 1, the FNSB maintains the Fairbanks 
Storm Water Management Program Website on behalf of FSWAC.  In addition to the public 
education and outreach material available on the website, there is also a public involvement 
and participation component to the site.  Agency contact information, directions on how to 
report illicit discharges, FSWAC meeting dates, an FSWAC Citizen Member Vacancy 
Announcement, and event announcements such as Earth Day, the Annual Spring and Stream 
Cleanup Days, and local storm water seminars or training sessions are also included.  The 
website is also updated as appropriate with recent storm water photographs.  Currently, the 
website displays a picture of trash and other debris caught in a grate on one of the Noyes 
Slough outfalls. 
 
Annual Community Stream Cleanup Day 
 
FSWAC, with help from the Tanana Valley Watershed Authority and Fairbanks Soil and 
Water Conservation District, held the fourth annual Community Stream Cleanup Day along 
Noyes Slough and the Chena River on August 23, 2008.  The event was advertised in the 
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, over the radio with a 30-second PSA, via email and local 
bulletin boards with a flyer, and via mail to local residents living along the slough.  Two 
local television news agencies also conducted interviews with FSWAC for evening news 
reports.  The event began at 9:00 a.m. with a safety orientation talk followed by participant 
assignments to the various mapped sections of the 5.5-mile long Noyes slough and the 2.5-
mile long section of the Chena River running through downtown Fairbanks.  The cleanup 
effort proceeded by canoe, motor boat, and on foot.  FSWAC provided the canoes, bags, 
gloves, safety kits, food, drinks, and garbage pick-up for the event, as well as vans to provide 
transportation to and from pickup and drop-off locations. 
 
In total, nearly 40 people participated in the event, removing over 900 pounds of debris from 
Noyes Slough and the Chena River including litter, bags, tires, vehicle and furniture parts, 
shopping carts, a refrigerator, a bicycle, a safe, concrete debris, and various other items.  
Cleaning up the slough and river presented an outstanding public involvement and 
participation opportunity.  Participants included residents who live or work along the 
waterways, as well as a number of other citizens and community groups who responded to 
our advertisements.  Copies of the 2008 Community Stream Cleanup Day advertisements, 
photos, participants list, and other associated materials are included in Appendix B. 
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Community Survey 
 
As discussed in the subsection for Control Measure 1, FSWAC developed a Community 
Survey in 2008 to identify public knowledge, behaviors, and attitudes related to storm water 
management in the Fairbanks area.  The survey was published in both hardcopy format and 
online through www.surveymonkey.com.  Hardcopy distributions were made at the 2008 
Northern Living Home Show and the aforementioned Red Green River Regatta, Governor’s 
Picnic, and Tanana Valley State Fair.  The online survey was open from March to September 
2008.  In total, 146 surveys were completed.  The results are included in Appendix B. 
 
Fairbanks Storm Water Advisory Committee 
 
FSWAC has regularly convened meetings since its formation in 2003 on a monthly basis to 
coordinate and carry out the development, implementation, and review of area storm water 
programs and policies.  Common topics addressed by the committee include: 
 
• Identification of threats to local water bodies, and recognition of the importance of 

detecting and reporting illicit discharges; 
• Review and comment on local storm water ordinances; 
• Selection and implementation of BMPs; 
• Review of the effectiveness of permit activities; and 
• Coordination of group activities. 
 
Current committee members and participants include representatives from the COF, NP, 
ADOT&PF, UAF, FNSB, and ADEC.  The committee also has two Citizen Members, one 
representing NP and one representing the COF. 
 
All FSWAC meetings are open to the public.  Meetings are also advertised on the Fairbanks 
Storm Water Management Website and, when possible, in the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
under the Community Announcements section of the newspaper.  Copies of the meeting 
schedule and meeting minutes for the fourth permit year are included in Appendix B. 
 

2. Procedures for receiving and reviewing public comments. 
 
The FNSB maintains a log of public comments related to storm water.  Public comments can 
be in the form of a question, concern, or general observation and can be provided in person, 
via telephone, or through electronic mail to our Department of Public Works.  Phone calls or 
electronic mail received by other departments are forwarded directly to Public Works by the 
recipients.  Once Public Works receives a comment, the comment is logged and, if necessary, 
investigated.  Jurisdictional authority is established and remedies are recommended or 
completed by Public Works as appropriate.  Public comments received during the fourth 
permit year, including documentation of their resolution, are included in Appendix B. 
 

3. Measurable goals for the public involvement and participation 
program for the next permit year and dates by which the goals will 
be achieved. 
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The measureable goals for the public involvement and participation program over the next 
reporting year will include the following: 
 
Fairbanks Storm Water Management Program Website 
 
FSWAC utilizes the Fairbanks Storm Water Management Program Website to disseminate 
information on local programs, news, and events.  It has become a valuable resource for local 
storm water professionals as well as residents interested in helping with community activities 
or concerned about pollution to area waterways.  FSWAC will continue to manage the site 
over the next permit year making updates and modifications as often as necessary. 
 
Annual Community Stream Cleanup Day 
 
The measureable goal for the annual Community Stream Cleanup Day is a general increase 
in the number of participants each year.  The 2008 clean-up event saw about the same 
number of people as the previous year.  The timing of the 2008 event may have precluded 
more participation.  The event was held on the first sunny day after nearly four weeks of rain, 
it was the last weekend before the new school year began, and many residents were 
beginning preparations for the hunting season and winter.  FSWAC plans to move the event 
up to June 13 this year hoping to target residents earlier in the summer when the weather is 
generally mild and summer activities are just getting underway.  This year’s event will 
continue FSWAC’s focus on the core of the community with another clean-up on Noyes 
Slough and the portion of the Chena River that runs through downtown Fairbanks. 
 
Fairbanks Storm Water Advisory Committee 
 
The measureable goal for FSWAC is to continue regular monthly meetings throughout the 
next permit year.  Representatives from each of the Fairbanks area MS4 permit organizations 
will continue to participate in the committee.  This provides a forum for sharing ideas, 
planning combined events, and ensuring the development of individual storm water programs 
that are as similar as possible.  FSWAC meetings will continue to be open to the public and 
FSWAC plans to develop new ways of eliciting public involvement and participation by 
expanding advertising.  Preliminary advertising ideas include posting meeting 
announcements in the UAF Cornerstone Faculty & Staff Newsletter, on the AGC of Alaska 
website, on the Fairbanks News Miner website, and the Chamber of Commerce newsletter. 
 

4. Persons responsible for implementing and coordinating the public 
involvement and participation activities. 

 
As noted in the subsection for Control Measure 1, Jennifer Schmetzer is the FNSB storm 
water engineer.  Coordination of the FNSB Storm Water Management Program, including 
implementing and coordinating public involvement and participation activities is her primary 
responsibility under the direction of Randy Johnson.  As with public education and outreach 
activities, Ms. Schmetzer works closely on the public involvement and participation activities 
with the other MS4 permit organization representatives through FSWAC. 
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5. Compliance with Permit Requirements 
 
To date, the FNSB has met all requirements identified in Section II.B.2 of the MS4 permit 
for Control Measure 2.  The following table provides a summary of these requirements, their 
compliance dates, and status as of May 2009. 
 

Permit 
Section SWMP Component Compliance 

Date 
Status 

(as of May 2009) 

II.B.2.c Organize and host a Stream Cleanup 
Day event. 

June 1, 2007 
and annually 

thereafter. 

Completed through permit 
year four; ongoing for permit 

year five. 
II.B.2.d Develop an appropriate and ongoing 

means of providing information to 
and receiving information from the 
public. 

June 1, 2007 
and ongoing 
thereafter. 

Completed through permit 
year four; ongoing for permit 

year five. 

II.B.2.e Convene a volunteer citizen 
committee to guide and advise the 
FNSB on storm water activities. 

June 1, 2006 
and ongoing 
thereafter. 

Completed through permit 
year four; ongoing for permit 

year five. 
 
 
 
III.C Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 
 
The requirements of the third control measure, Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, 
are outlined in MS4 permit Section II.B.3.  The following discussion presents the efforts 
taken by the FNSB to meet these requirements.  This discussion is based on the Annual 
Report documentation criteria presented in permit Section II.B.3.g. 
 

1. Criteria used to prioritize investigations in areas suspected of having 
illicit discharges. 

 
The criteria to prioritize illicit discharge investigations are: 
 
• Commercial and industrial areas; 
• Older residential areas; 
• Areas of high public complaints; 
• Areas of high recreational value; 
• Areas of high environmental value; 
• Areas where hydrocarbon sheen is detected; and  
• Areas with a record of enforcement actions. 
 

2. Procedures used to locate and remove illicit discharges, including 
detection methods. 

 
The FNSB has 109 Road Service Areas.  Each area was established through an election 
process by area specific residents to provide road powers to the FNSB for area specific roads.  
The FNSB Rural Services Division supports and provides training to the Road Service Area 
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Commissioners, who were granted road maintenance responsibilities through the 
aforementioned election process.  Forty-one of these service areas are located within the 
Fairbanks Urbanized Area.  The storm water conveyance systems within these 41 service 
areas make up the FNSB MS4. 
 
The FNSB holds semiannual training for Road Service Area Commissioners to educate them 
on identifying illicit discharges.  Commissioners are asked to notify the Department of Public 
Works if an illicit discharge is identified with the understanding that identifying and 
eliminating illicit discharges can make a significant difference in yearly maintenance costs.  
Additionally, the Storm Water Management Program Website has a link to allow residents to 
send a message to Public Works on potential illicit discharges, specifically citing dirty or oily 
water and foam or dumping activities.  Reports are also welcome through the public 
comment process identified in the subsection for Control Measure 2.  When an illicit 
discharge is reported, it is logged and investigated.  A plan for elimination is then developed 
and includes consideration on jurisdiction, ownership, and enforcement provisions. 
 
As an aid in illicit discharge detection and elimination, a storm water conveyance map has 
been developed.  This comprehensive geographical information system (GIS) reflects the 
combined efforts of the five Fairbanks area MS4 permittees and includes jurisdictional 
boundaries, the location of inlets and outfalls, names and locations of waters that receive 
discharges from the outfalls, and the location of permittee-owned and operated facilities.  
Representatives of the five Fairbanks MS4 permittee organizations have hardcopies of the 
map and access to the digital files.  Members of the public are welcome to contact the 
appropriate storm water representative to make an appointment to view the map. 
 

3. Summary of all dry weather testing conducted to date and of FNSB 
activity to remove any identified illicit discharges. 

 
The FNSB has not performed dry weather testing to date and no illicit discharges to the 
FNSB MS4 have been identified. 
 

4. Copy of the established ordinance or other regulatory mechanism 
used to prohibit illicit discharges to the MS4.  If the FNSB has yet to 
establish the ordinance, describe the plan and schedule for doing so, 
and progress towards implementation. 

 
On June 12, 2008, the FNSB adopted Ordinance 2008-22 establishing Title 21 of the FNSB 
Code of Ordinances.  Chapter 21.30 prohibits illicit discharges to the MS4 through storm 
water, direct dumping, or snow clearance operations and requires immediate notification 
upon identifying a violation.  A copy of the ordinance is included in Appendix C. 
 

5. Enforcement policy and jurisdiction. 
 
The FNSB illicit discharge enforcement policy is regulated in Title 1 by our fine schedule.  
The schedule was revised as part of Ordinance 2008-22 to include fines on an escalation 
basis for illicit discharges and failure to notify authorities of illicit discharges. 
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6. Methods used over the fourth permit year to inform the public and/or 
train public employees about illicit discharges and the improper 
disposal of waste. 

 
Numerous efforts have been made over the fourth permit year to inform the public about 
illicit discharges.  In addition to the efforts already discussed in the subsections for Control 
Measure 1 and Control Measure 2 and the annual training mentioned above for all Road 
Service Area Commissioners, FNSB continues to advertise and inform the public about our 
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility.  The facility allows residents to dispose of any 
type of HHW free of charge.  The FNSB Solid Waste Division maintains a website and 
advertises frequently in the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner. 
 

7. Measurable goals for the illicit discharge detection and elimination 
program for the next permit year and dates by which the goals will 
be achieved. 

 
The measureable goals for the illicit discharge detection and elimination program over the 
next permit year will include the following: 
 
Storm Water Conveyance Map 
 
There are two goals for the storm water conveyance map over the next permit year.  First, 
FNSB is in the process of providing a digital link to the map from the Fairbanks Storm Water 
Management Program Website.  The link will provide public access to the FNSB GIS storm 
water data layers enabling designers and contractors to view existing storm water 
management conveyance system features on or near their site.  The GIS link will also provide 
aerial photography and other pertinent information such as parcel ownership.  FNSB plans to 
have the link up and running by fall 2009.  The second goal will be to establish a method for 
updating the map.  While the map will remain with the FNSB, it is hoped that all Fairbanks 
MS4 permittee organizations will have direct access to their facility data with the ability to 
update the map as changes occur.  Efforts to develop this updating protocol will begin in the 
summer of 2009. 
 
Dry Weather Field Screening 
 
FNSB maintains only about five outfalls in the College Road Service Area and plans to begin 
dry weather screening in June 2009.  FNSB will develop a program to annually screen 
outfalls, test discharges, and identify discharge sources.  All outfalls will be screened by the 
MS4 permit expiration date. 
 
Public Information/Employee Training 
 
FNSB will continue efforts to distribute information to the public and will begin 
development of a formalized employee training program throughout the next permit year.  
This program is part of the FNSB pollution prevention and good housekeeping program and 
is included in the subsection for Control Measure 6.  Road Service Area Commissioners will 
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continue to be trained on illicit discharges and other storm water issues during semiannual 
training seminars and workshops. 
 

8. Persons responsible for coordinating and implementing the illicit 
discharge detection and elimination program. 

 
As previous noted, Jennifer Schmetzer under the direction of Randy Johnson is primarily 
responsible for implementation of the FNSB Storm Water Management Program.  Ms. 
Schmetzer and Mr. Johnson work collectively on coordinating and implementing the illicit 
discharge detection and elimination program. 
 

9. Compliance with Permit Requirements. 
 
The FNSB continues to work on meeting all requirements identified in Section II.B.3 of the 
MS4 permit for Control Measure 3.  The following table provides a summary of these 
requirements, their compliance dates, and status as of May 2009. 
 

Permit 
Section SWMP Component Compliance 

Date 
Status 

(as of May 2009) 

II.B.3.a Develop a program to detect and 
address illicit discharges including a 
tracking system on discovery and 
response. 

June 1, 2007 Completed. 

II.B.3.b 
and 
II.B.3.c 

Adopt an ordinance to prohibit illicit 
discharges and non-storm water 
discharges. 

June 1, 2008 Completed. 

II.B.3.d Inform the public of the hazards 
associated with illegal discharges 
and improper waste disposal. 

June 1, 2007 Completed. 

II.B.3.e Complete a comprehensive storm 
sewer map. 

June 1, 2008 Completed. 

II.B.3.f Complete dry weather field 
screening for non-storm water from 
50% of all outfalls. 

June 1, 2010 In the development stage. 

 
 
 
III.D Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control 
 
The requirements of the fourth control measure, Construction Site Storm Water Runoff 
Control, are outlined in MS4 permit Section II.B.4.  The following discussion presents the 
efforts taken by the FNSB to meet these requirements.  This discussion is based on the 
Annual Report documentation criteria presented in permit section II.B.4.g. 
 

1. Copy of the established ordinance used to require erosion, sediment, 
and waste control at construction sites.  If the FNSB has yet to 
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establish the ordinance, describe the plan and schedule of doing so, 
and progress towards implementation. 

 
On June 12, 2008, the FNSB adopted Ordinance 2008-22 establishing Title 21 of the FNSB 
Code of Ordinances.  Chapter 21.40 addresses construction site storm water runoff control by 
establishing a permit process for all regulated construction sites.  Through this process, 
FNSB will review storm water management plans and conduct site inspections for each site.  
Regulated construction sites may not operate prior to issuance of a FNSB permit and must 
follow appropriate permit closure procedures prior to facility occupancy.  A copy of the 
ordinance is included in Appendix C. 
 

2. Summary of the number of sanctions and enforcement actions taken 
by the FNSB to ensure compliance with the construction site 
ordinance during the fourth permit year. 

 
The FNSB has taken no sanctions or enforcement actions during the fourth permit year.  The 
FNSB construction site storm water runoff control enforcement policy is regulated in Title 1 
by our fine schedule.  The schedule was revised as part of Ordinance 2008-22 to include 
fines for operating a construction site without a permit, failure to comply with construction 
site standards, denying access for inspection, and failure to obtain permit closure. 
 

3. Copy of the written requirements for appropriate erosion, sediment, 
and waste control BMPs at construction sites. 

 
Chapter 21.40 of FNSB Code of Ordinances Title 21 includes the standards and 
specifications set forth in the EPA Storm Water Construction General Permit and the 
ADOT&PF Alaska Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan Guide.  These documents include 
BMP requirements for erosion, sediment, and waste control.  The ADOT&PF guide focuses 
on the more commonly used BMPs in Alaska and is available on their website at 
http://www.dot.state.ak.us/stwddes/dcsenviron/assets/pdf/swppp/english/eng_f.pdf. 
 
FNSB, COF, and NP have also worked together to prepare a reference guide titled Fairbanks 
Urbanized Area Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Plan Review Requirements.  The 
guide provides an overview of the importance of storm water management, explains 
designation of the Fairbanks Urbanized Area, references the illicit discharge and construction 
site storm water runoff ordinances for each of the three local agencies, and describes each 
agency’s review procedures highlighting plan submittal requirements.  A map of the 
Fairbanks Urbanized Area including city and road service area boundaries is also attached.  
A copy of the guide is included in Appendix D. 
 

4. Summary of training for area professionals on the established 
ordinance and BMP requirements. 

 
During the fourth permit year, FNSB took advantage of locally sponsored training seminars 
and classes to introduce and reinforce our construction site storm water runoff control 
program.  FNSB representatives presented an overview of Ordinance 2008-22 at the May 
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2008 How to Write a SWPPP Seminar and discussed specific submittal requirements 
implemented through the ordinance at the March 2009 Alaska CESCL class.  Both courses 
were provided for local designers and contractors in the construction field and drew 
approximately 100 professionals representing a number of area firms.  Course descriptions 
are included below. 
 
How to Write a SWPPP Seminar     FNSB co-sponsored this one day seminar with ADEC, 
ADOT&PF, and COF.  The course was designed to take the attendee through a step-by-step 
process of writing and implementing an effective Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) from site assessment and BMP selection to installation and maintenance.  How to 
keep the plan active, up-to-date, and available for review and how the plan is implemented to 
effectively control storm water pollutants from leaving a construction site were also 
discussed in detail. 
 
Alaska CESCL     The Alaska Certified Erosion and Sediment Control Lead (CESCL) class is 
a two day certification course designed for commercial and residential builders.  The course 
explains the erosion process; how to obtain coverage under and comply with the EPA 
Construction General Permit; the key elements of a SWPPP; and detailed instructions on how 
to select, install and maintain storm water BMPs.  The class has been offered in Fairbanks 
two to three times each spring during the past three years with approximately 200 area 
professionals receiving their certification. 
 
FNSB also participated in the annual AGC of Alaska Board of Directors meeting during 
which 50 copies of the Fairbanks Urbanized Area Construction Site Storm Water Runoff 
Plan Review Requirements reference guide were disseminated.  The guide received positive 
feedback from the local contractors in attendance.  AGC of Alaska is a full service 
construction association for commercial and industrial contractors and serves as a network to 
create new business and a forum for the exchange of ideas.  The FNSB and other local 
agencies are invited to attend the annual meeting each year prior to the ramp-up for 
construction season.  Attending the meeting gives local agencies an opportunity to provide 
information on upcoming capital construction projects, updated ordinances, or other agency 
information pertinent to the construction industry. 
 

5. Summary of the number of site plan reviews conducted during the 
fourth permit year. 

 
The FNSB did not conduct any construction site plan reviews during the fourth permit year.  
Site plan reviews are required for each regulated construction site and will be conducted 
upon receipt of a Site Development Permit as outlined in Chapter 21.40 of FNSB Code of 
Ordinances Title 21. 
 

6. Description of the procedures for receipt and consideration of 
information submitted by the public. 

 
As discussed in the subsections for Control Measure 2 and Control Measure 3, the FNSB 
maintains a log of public comments related to storm water based on input received in person, 
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via telephone, through electronic mail, or through the Fairbanks Storm Water Management 
Program Website.  Public comments can be in the form of a question, concern, or general 
observation.  All comments are logged; if necessary, investigated; and if appropriate, 
remedied. 
 

7. Summary of the number of sites inspected during the fourth permit 
year, including a description of the site inspection procedures, how 
sites will be prioritized for inspection, and when and how often a site 
will be inspected. 

 
The FNSB did not conduct any construction site inspections during the fourth permit year.  
Inspection requirements are outlined in the adopted ordinance.  Procedures will focus on a 
review of construction access points; soil and slope stabilization; MS4 inlet protection; 
sediment, flow rate, channel, and outlet controls; pollutant controls; and de-watering 
practices.  The review is primarily to ensure that appropriate BMPs have been installed and 
maintained correctly.  Sites will be scheduled for inspection based on construction start and 
end dates and prioritized based on site size and location.  Inspections are required once per 
year with additional follow-up inspections scheduled as necessary to ensure compliance. 
 

8. Measurable goals for the construction site storm water runoff 
control program for the next permit year and dates by which the 
goals will be achieved. 

 
Measurable goals for the next permit year will include broadening the FNSB notification and 
training process.  FNSB may utilize a number of methods including ads in the local 
newspaper, presentations made to professional groups, and flyers available through AGC.  
FNSB will also begin visiting construction sites that might impact the FNSB MS4 to inform 
contractors and owners of their responsibilities under FNSB Code of Ordinances Title 21. 
 

9. Persons responsible for coordinating and implementing the 
construction site storm water runoff control program. 

 
As previous noted, Jennifer Schmetzer under the direction of Randy Johnson is primarily 
responsible for implementation of the FNSB Storm Water Management Program.  Ms. 
Schmetzer and Mr. Johnson work collectively on coordinating and implementing the 
construction site storm water runoff control program. 
 

10. Compliance with Permit Requirements. 
 
To date, the FNSB has met all requirements identified in Section II.B.4 of the MS4 permit 
for Control Measure 4.  The following table provides a summary of these requirements, their 
compliance dates, and status as of May 2009. 
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Permit 
Section SWMP Component Compliance 

Date 
Status 

(as of May 2009) 

II.B.4.a Develop, implement, and enforce a 
construction site runoff control 
program. 

June 1, 2007 Completed. 

II.B.4.b Adopt an ordinance to require 
construction site operators to practice 
erosion, sediment, and waste control. 

June 1, 2007 Completed. 

II.B.4.c Publish and distribute written 
requirements for construction site 
BMPs. 

June 1, 2007 Completed. 

II.B.4.d Develop procedures for reviewing 
site plans and accepting public 
comment. 

June 1, 2007 Completed. 

II.B.4.e Develop site inspection and 
enforcement procedures. 

June 1, 2008 Completed. 

II.B.4.f Conduct at least one training for area 
professionals on the construction 
ordinance and BMP requirements. 

June 1, 2008 Completed. 

 
 
 
III.E Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development 

and Redevelopment 
 
The requirements of the fifth control measure, Post-Construction Storm Water Management 
in New Development and Redevelopment, are outlined in MS4 permit section II.B.5.  The 
following discussion presents the efforts taken by the FNSB to meet these requirements.  
This discussion is based on the Annual Report documentation criteria presented in permit 
section II.B.5.f. 
 

1. Copy of the BMP design manual containing structural and non-
structural BMPs that will be used to manage post-construction 
runoff from new development and redevelopment projects within the 
MS4 and specific priority areas for this program. 

 
The FNSB, COF, and NP have worked collaboratively on the BMP design manual.  The 
manual provides an overview of the storm water management design and construction 
requirements for new development and redevelopment projects within the Fairbanks 
Urbanized Area.  Its primary purpose is to educate developers, engineers, contractors, and the 
general public on local storm water pollution control laws.  Included in the manual is a brief 
overview of the local storm water management program, agency review requirements, 
general design considerations, and effective best management practices for the Fairbanks 
Urbanized Area.  The document will incorporate the Fairbanks Urbanized Area Construction 
Site Storm Water Runoff Plan Review Requirements guide in an effort to provide one source 
for both construction and post-construction requirements.  The design manual has been 
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reviewed by FSWAC members and ADEC.  Comments are currently being addressed.  The 
draft BMP design manual is included in Appendix E. 
 

2. Design and performance features of the chosen BMPs that are 
intended to minimize water quality impacts. 

 
The Fairbanks Urbanized Area has unique cold climate characteristics.  Specific challenges 
include the susceptibility of pipes to freezing due to deep winter frost penetration, ice 
formation on ponded water surfaces, reduction in biological activity due to cooler year-round 
temperatures, a short growing season, permafrost, frost heave action, and high pollutant loads 
contained in the spring melt.  Steeper topographic conditions in areas with high silt also exist 
along the urban fringe.  Erosion and sediment transport can be common in storm water 
ditching systems in these areas.  Recommended non-structural BMPs included in the draft 
BMP manual focus on project design and good housekeeping.  The BMPs can be easily 
implemented in our climate and include preserving or utilizing natural vegetation; taking into 
account existing topography and natural drainage paths; looking to cluster development; 
implementing cleanout and sweeping programs; placing snow storage facilities and 
vehicle/equipment washing areas in appropriate locations; and properly handling hazardous 
waste and other debris.  Recommended structural BMPs focus on velocity control and water 
treatment practices.  Performance should be based on limiting post-development runoff 
volumes, treating the first flush pollutant load, and providing appropriate treatment 
thereafter. 
 

3. Copy of the established ordinance used to address post-construction 
runoff control.  If the FNSB has yet to establish the ordinance, 
describe the plan and schedule for doing so, and progress towards 
implementation. 

 
The FNSB has not yet adopted an ordinance to address post-construction storm water runoff 
control; however, a recommended ordinance was submitted to the FNSB Mayor’s Office for 
review and recommendation to the FNSB Assembly on May 20, 2009.  This recommended 
ordinance will add a new chapter to FNSB Code of Ordinances Title 21.  The chapter will 
apply to new development or redevelopment projects that result in an aggregate land 
disturbance of greater than one acre and discharge storm water to any portion of the FNSB 
MS4.  The chapter requires FNSB acceptance of a permanent storm water control plan for 
each regulated site.  It is expected that the recommended ordinance will be introduced at the 
June 25, 2009 Assembly meeting with a question and answer session at the July 9, 2009 
FNSB Committee of the Whole meeting.  An Assembly vote could then take place as early as 
July 16, 2009.  A copy of the draft ordinance is included in Appendix F. 
 

4. How long term operations and maintenance of the selected BMPs 
will be ensured, including the organizations responsible, and their 
expected operations and maintenance schedule. 

 
The FNSB will work with the owners of regulated development or redevelopment sites to 
ensure long term operations and maintenance of the site’s BMPs.  Each permanent storm 
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water control plan submitted for review under the requirements of the recommended 
ordinance must be prepared by a Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control or 
by a professional engineer registered in the State of Alaska and must outline procedures and 
schedules for operating and maintaining each BMP.  It is ultimately the owner’s 
responsibility to ensure that the outlined procedures and schedules are followed and each 
plan must be accompanied by a signed statement from the owner accepting this responsibility 
for the life of the proposed facility. 
 

5. Plans to inform and educate developers and the public about 
appropriate project designs that minimize water quality impacts. 

 
The FNSB, working with the other Fairbanks area MS4 permit organizations, will develop 
and conduct formal training for design professionals, developers, and the general public after 
completion of the BMP design manual and adoption of the recommended post-construction 
storm water runoff control ordinance.  Educational efforts are currently projected to take 
place during the fall of 2009. 
 

6. Measurable goals for the post-construction runoff control program, 
including the dates by which the FNSB will achieve each of the 
measurable goals. 

 
Measurable goals for the next permit year will include finalizing the BMP design manual, 
adopting the recommended post-construction storm water runoff control ordinance, and 
conducting appropriate training.  Development of these measurable goals is underway and 
will continue throughout the summer and fall of 2009. 
 

7. Persons responsible for coordinating and implementing the post-
construction storm water management program. 

 
As previous noted, Jennifer Schmetzer under the direction of Randy Johnson is primarily 
responsible for implementation of the FNSB Storm Water Management Program.  Ms. 
Schmetzer and Mr. Johnson work collectively on coordinating and implementing the post-
construction storm water management program. 
 

8. Compliance with Permit Requirements. 
 
The FNSB continues to work on meeting all requirements identified in Section II.B.5 of the 
MS4 permit for Control Measure 5.  The following table provides a summary of these 
requirements, their compliance dates, and status as of May 2009.  Requirements not fulfilled 
with past due compliance dates are highlighted.  FNSB foresees fulfilling these requirements 
in the next permit year. 
 



2009 Annual Report 
NPDES Permit No. AKS-053414  Fairbanks North Star Borough 
 

 - 21 - 

Permit 
Section SWMP Component Compliance 

Date 
Status 

(as of May 2009) 

II.B.5.a Develop, implement, and enforce a 
program to address post-construction 
runoff from new development and 
redevelopment. 

June 1, 2009 Efforts are ongoing to 
complete this measure 

II.B.5.b Adopt an ordinance requiring BMPs 
to reduce pollutants in storm water 
from new development and 
redevelopment. 

June 1, 2009 Efforts are ongoing to 
complete this measure.  Draft 

complete 5/20/09. 

II.B.5.c Develop and distribute BMP design 
manual for post-construction storm 
water management. 

June 1, 2009 Efforts are ongoing to 
complete this measure.  Draft 

complete 5/12/09.
II.B.5.d Develop and conduct at least one 

workshop for developers and 
engineers. 

June 1, 2009 Efforts are ongoing to 
complete this measure.  

Projected Fall 2009.
 
 
 
III.F Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping for Municipal 

Operations 
 
The requirements of the sixth control measure, Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping 
for Municipal Operations, are outlined in MS4 permit Section II.B.6.  The following 
discussion presents the efforts taken by the FNSB to meet these requirements.  This 
discussion is based on the Annual Report documentation criteria presented in permit section 
II.B.6.d. 
 

1. Activities, maintenance schedules, and long term inspection 
procedures for controls to reduce discharge of floatables and other 
pollutants to the MS4. 

 
The FNSB has not yet developed a comprehensive pollution prevention and good 
housekeeping program.  Efforts to develop the program are ongoing and will cover the 
following operations: 
 
• Park and open space maintenance; 
• Fleet and building maintenance; 
• Storm water system maintenance; 
• Solid waste disposal; and 
• Snow management. 
 
These operations are currently being conducted on a regular basis by separate entities within 
the FNSB including the Parks and Recreation Department, the Transportation Department, 
the Solid Waste Division, the FNSB School District, and the various Road Service Areas.  
The Department of Public Works is working with these entities to document current 
operation and maintenance activities and schedules.  Public Works will then review the 
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current programs, identify areas that need improvement, and formalize a comprehensive 
description and schedule of activities.  The final comprehensive program will include a 
training component. 
 
It is already the policy of the FNSB to maintain all new construction and land disturbance 
activities in accordance with the EPA Construction General Permit.  Changes to this policy 
are not expected as the local MS4 requirements for the COF and NP do not cover publicly 
owned projects. 
 

2. Employee training program used to prevent and reduce storm water 
pollution including the targeted department personnel, frequency of 
such training, and a copy of training materials. 

 
The FNSB will address new employee training as part of the development of the 
aforementioned comprehensive pollution prevention and good housekeeping program.  This 
training will focus on how to optimize maintenance practices for the protection of water 
quality. 
 
Currently, the FNSB requires that equipment operators, facility technicians, and managers at 
our solid waste facility complete the 40-hour HAZWOPER course at the technical level.  An 
annual refresher course is required thereafter.  Other employees are required to attend an 8-
hour hazardous waste awareness course.  These measures are related to Occupational Safety 
and Hazard Administration regulations; however, there is a significant benefit to storm water 
quality when employees are aware of the hazards associated with the wastes they are 
handling. 
 

3. Controls for reducing or eliminating the discharge of pollutants 
from areas owned or operated by the FNSB, including but not 
limited to streets, roads, and highways; maintenance and storage 
yards; waste transfer stations; fleet or maintenance shops with 
outdoor storage areas; salt/sand storage locations; and snow 
disposal sites operated by the FNSB. 

 
The FNSB will address appropriate controls for reducing or eliminating the discharge of 
pollutants as part of the development of the aforementioned comprehensive pollution 
prevention and good housekeeping program.  It is envisioned that new controls will need to 
be identified and implemented. 
 

4. Procedures to ensure proper disposal of waste removed from the 
MS4 and MS4 operations including dredge spoils, accumulated 
sediments, floatables, and other debris. 

 
The FNSB will develop formal procedures to ensure the proper disposal of any waste 
removed from the MS4 including dredge spoils, accumulated sediments, floatables, and other 
debris as part of the aforementioned comprehensive pollution prevention and good 
housekeeping program. 



2009 Annual Report 
NPDES Permit No. AKS-053414  Fairbanks North Star Borough 
 

 - 23 - 

5. Procedures to assure that new flood management projects are 
assessed for impacts on water quality, and existing projects are 
assessed for incorporation of additional water quality protection 
devices or practices. 

 
Title 15 of the FNSB Code of Ordinances includes a chapter on floodplain management.  It is 
the purpose of this chapter to promote public health, safety, and welfare, and to implement 
the FNSB comprehensive development plan by minimizing flood losses through appropriate 
flood management practices.  To accomplish this purpose, the title restricts land uses which 
are dangerous to health, safety, and welfare in times of flood, or which can cause excessive 
increases in flood heights or velocities that are environmentally damaging.  The title ensures 
that subdivision and land development within FNSB is consistent with the need to minimize 
flood hazards.  FNSB is initiating a rewrite of this title.  The rewrite provides a suitable 
framework to review current procedures and develop new procedures to ensure that new 
flood management projects are assessed for impacts on water quality. 
 

6. Industrial facilities owned or operated by the FNSB that discharge to 
the MS4, including facilities that are subject to EPA’s Multi-Sector 
General Permit (MSGP) or individual NPDES permits for 
discharges of storm water associated with industrial activity.  Include 
the EPA permit tracking number or a copy of the industrial Notice of 
Intent form for each facility, as appropriate. 

 
The FNSB owns a public landfill located at 455 Sanduri Road.  This landfill operates under 
two individual EPA NPDES permits for storm water discharge associated with industrial 
activity.  The permit tracking numbers are AKR05A494 and AKR05A489.  Activities are 
ongoing to obtain coverage for the landfill under the new EPA Multi-Sector General Permit.  
It should be noted that storm water discharge from this site does not enter the FNSB MS4. 
 

7. Measurable goals for the pollution prevention and good 
housekeeping program, including dates by which the FNSB will 
achieve each of the measurable goals. 

 
The measureable goals for the pollution prevention and good housekeeping program over the 
next reporting year will include the development of a comprehensive schedule of 
maintenance activities for specified FNSB operations to include an employee training 
component, implementation of controls to reduce pollutants; and procedures for disposal of 
waste from the MS4.  The Department of Public Works will also work closely with the 
Department of Community Planning to ensure that new ordinances on floodplain 
management include mechanisms for assessing water quality impacts.  Work on these 
measurable goals is underway and will continue through the fall of 2009. 
 

8. Persons responsible for coordinating and implementing the pollution 
prevention and good housekeeping program. 
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As previous noted, Jennifer Schmetzer under the direction of Randy Johnson is primarily 
responsible for implementation of the FNSB Storm Water Management Program.  Ms. 
Schmetzer and Mr. Johnson work collectively on coordinating and implementing the 
pollution prevention and good housekeeping program with the help of the various 
departments responsible for maintenance activities. 
 

9. Compliance with Permit Requirements. 
 
The FNSB continues to work on meeting all requirements identified in Section II.B.6 of the 
MS4 permit for Control Measure 6.  The following table provides a summary of these 
requirements, their compliance dates, and status as of May 2009.  Requirements not fulfilled 
with past due compliance dates are highlighted.  FNSB foresees fulfilling these requirements 
in the next permit year. 
 

Permit 
Section SWMP Component Compliance 

Date 
Status 

(as of May 2009) 

II.B.6.a Develop and implement an operation 
and maintenance program to prevent 
pollutant runoff from FNSB 
municipal activities. 

June 1, 2008 Efforts are ongoing to 
complete this measure.  

Projected Fall 2009. 

II.B.6.b Develop and provide appropriate 
training for municipal personnel. 

June 1, 2009 Efforts are ongoing to 
complete this measure.  

Projected Fall 2009. 
II.B.3.f Evaluate other municipal activities 

for potential storm water impacts on 
water quality. 

June 1, 2009 
and annually 

thereafter. 

Efforts are ongoing to 
complete this measure.  

Projected Fall 2009. 
 
 
 
IV CERTIFICATION 
 
The technical material and data contained in this Annual Report were prepared under the 
supervision and direction of the undersigned. 
 
“I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under 
my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified 
personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted.  Based on my inquiry of 
the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for 
gathering information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
true, accurate, and complete.  I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting 
false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.” 
 
 
        
Jennifer Schmetzer, P.E.  Date 
Civil Engineer 
FNSB Department of Public Works 
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PUBLIC EDUCATION & 
OUTREACH SUBCOMMITTEE 

 

 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, March 18, 2009 – 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

City of Fairbanks, 800 Cushman Street, City Hall ‐ Engineering Conference Room
 
 

1. Introduction of Subcommittee Members 
 

2. Overview of 2008 Community Storm Water Survey Results 
a. Observed media types 
b. Water quality ratings for local water bodies 
c. Perceived pollution sources 
d. Knowledge of storm water treatment practices 
e. Home lawn care practices 
f. Vehicle washing/maintenance practices 
g. Pet waste disposal 

 

3. Target Audiences 
a. Home/Property Owners 
b. Business Owners 
c. Local Organizations 

d. Students 
e. Other:  ____________________ 

              ____________________ 
 

4. Potential Forums for 2009 
a. IABA Northern Living Home Show  March 27 ‐ 29 (Friday ‐ Sunday) 
b. Fairbanks Outdoor Show  April 17 ‐ 19 (Friday ‐ Sunday) 
c. Earth Day (at local schools)  April 22 (Wednesday) 
d. Spring Cleanup Day  May 9? (Saturday) 
e. Tanana Valley State Fair  August 7 ‐ 15 (Friday ‐ Saturday) 
f. Other Events:   _____________________________________________________   

 

5. Potential Media Outlets 
a. Newspaper 
b. Radio 
c. Television 

d. Cinema 
e. Printing (flyers, mail‐outs, etc.)  
f. Websites 

 

6. Fairbanks Storm Water Management Webpage 
 

7. Earth Day “Storm Water is Cool” Educational Presentations 
 

8. Spring Public Service Announcement 
 

9. Stream Cleanup Day 
 

10. Storm Drain Stenciling Program  
 

11. Assistance and Coordination with TVWA’s Activities 
 

12. Adjourn 
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            809 Pioneer Road.Fairbanks.AK.99701 907.459.1000                                                Mayor Jim Whitaker  
  

 
 
 
   

Fairbanks Urbanized Area Storm Water Management Program 

News and Events 

Fairbanks Storm water Advisory  
Committee Meeting Dates for 2009  

Join the Fairbanks Storm Water 
Advisory Committee!  Please see our 
Citizen Member Vacancy 
Announcement.  

May 9 is the date for this year’s 
Annual Spring Clean-Up Day!  
Remember to pay attention to our 
local storm drains and ditches.  
Removing litter and debris before 
they enter the storm drain system 
will help keep our rivers, lakes, and 
streams clean! 

Mark your calendars for June 13!  
It’s the date for this year’s Annual 
Stream Clean-Up Day!  Volunteers 
will be needed to help clean one of 
our local streams.  Just think of all 
the fun to be had walking along the 
banks or floating through the water 
by canoe as you help preserve one of 
our community’s many recreational 
resources.  More information will be 
posted here in the weeks to come. 

 
COF, CONP, UAF, ADOT&PF Co-

Permittees 

NPDES Permit AKS-053406 

Fairbanks Urban Area Storm Water 
Management Plan 
 
2008 Fairbanks Co-Permittees Annual 
Report 

FNSB 

NPDES Permit AKS-053414 

2008 Fairbanks North Star Borough 
Annual Report 

Map  

A comprehensive storm sewer system 

What is storm water? 
Storm water is water from rain or melting 
snow that does not immediately soak into 
the ground.  Instead, storm water flows 
across surfaces such as lawns or 
pavements and picks up pollutants like 
fertilizers, grass clippings, motor oil, 
sediments, pet waste, litter, and other 
chemicals or debris.  Storm water that 
flows into storm drains carries these 
pollutants to rivers, lakes, and streams 
including the Chena, Chena Slough, and 
Noyes Slough.  Flows containing these 
pollutants can even affect our ground 
water.  

Storm Water and the Law 
The Clean Water Act of 1972, as amended 
in 1987, requires that storm water 
discharges to surface waters comply with a 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit.  At the end of 
2002, the U.S. Census Bureau designated 
the Fairbanks area as an Urban Area and on 
April 19, 2005, the City of Fairbanks, City 
of North Pole, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, State of Alaska DOT&PF, and the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough were 
required to comply with newly issued 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) permits.  These permits outline how 
our community must work together to keep 
pollutants out of our storm water and our 
environment.  

Fairbanks's Storm Water Program 
Currently the Fairbanks area has two 
NPDES permits.  The City of Fairbanks, City 
of North Pole, State of Alaska DOT&PF, and 
University of Alaska Fairbanks are partners 
on NPDES Permit Number AKS-053406.  
While the Fairbanks North Star Borough has 
a separate permit, Permit Number AKS-
053414.  The permits are very similar and 
the government organizations are working 
together to develop close to identical Storm 
Water Management Programs.  These 
programs contain six minimum control 
measures.  The six measures are Public 
Education and Outreach, Public 
Involvement/Participation, Illicit Discharge 
and Elimination, Construction Site Storm 
Water Runoff Control, Post-Construction 
Storm Water Management in new 
development, and Pollution Prevention and 

Program Requirements 

Fairbanks Urbanized Area Construction 
Site Storm Water Runoff Plan Review 
Requirements 

Quick Links 

ADOT Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Plan Guide 
Clean Water is Everybody’s Business 
EPA storm water program  
EPA Construction General Permit 
Fairbanks Urbanized Area Map 
 

eMail Contact 

Fairbanks North Star 
Borough 
Jennifer Schmetzer 

City of Fairbanks 
Jackson Fox 

City of North Pole 
Bill Butler 

State of Alaska DOT&PF 
Brett Nelson 

University of Alaska, 
Fairbanks 
Thaddeus Williamson 

 Comments 
 
Have you seen dirty or oily water, or 
foam discharge into a slough or river?  
Are you aware of dumping activities that 
impact storm drains or ditches?  Do you 
have general questions or comments on 
the storm water program? Click Here to 
email us about it. 

 

Page 1 of 2Fairbanks Stormwater Management

5/5/2009http://co.fairbanks.ak.us/PWorks/StormWaterManagementProgram/
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map is available for the Fairbanks 
area. If interested in viewing the 
map, please contact the appropriate 
storm water representative. 

Good Housekeeping.  The six measures are 
being phased into our community over the 
5 year life of the permits.  To find out 
where we stand or how storm water 
requirements might affect you, please 
contact the appropriate storm water 
representative.  

 
Litter and debris caught in a storm water 

outfall 

• Home • Assembly Members • Contact Us • Departments • Property Database •  Public Meetings 

 
 

   
 www  www.co.fairbanks.ak.us  

Google Search

nmlkj nmlkji

FNSB Webmaster
      Disclaimer     

Most documents listed on this site require Adobe Acrobat Reader to view.   

 
FNSB Website is optimized for the most current version of Microsoft Internet Explorer.  

You can download it for free by clicking on the icon below.  

 
While the FNSB provide links to other websites, once a visitor  

leaves the FNSB website, the FNSB is not responsible for the content,  
viewpoint, policies, products or services provided or  

advertised on the linked site.  
Copyright © 2008 FNSB
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# Road Location Entity Date
1 College Road (north side) Near Marietta in front of residence 

numbers 610 and 612
ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

2 College Road (north side) Near Diane Avenue in front of 
College Collission at 810

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

3 College Road (north side) Between Radio Fairbanks and The 
Woodway

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

4 College Road (north side) At Creamer's Field east entrance 
across from Espresso Yourself

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

5 College Road (north side) At Creamer's Field, midway through 
parking lot

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

6 College Road (north side) At Creamer's Field near entrance 
drive

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

7 College Road (north side) At Fair Grounds Radio Tower across 
from Aurora Animal Clinic

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

8 College Road (north side) Across street from accountants and 
Material Girls

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

9 College Road (north side) At Hooper Avenue ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

10 College Road (north side) At the Arctic Daily Grind Espresso ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

11 College Road (north side) In front of Denali Building ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

12 College Road (north side) West side of Beaver Sports ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

13 College Road (north side) East side of Tobacco Co/Oaken Keg ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

14 College Road (north side) Northeast side of intersection @ 
Univeristy/College

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

15 College Road (south side) Southeast side of intersection @ 
University/College

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

16 College Road (south side) At Campus Corner Mall west of 
Deborah Avenue

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

17 College Road (south side) Just east of Deborah Avenue near 
Gulliver's

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

18 College Road (south side) West side of Hess Avenue ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

Fairbanks Storm Water Advisory Committee
Storm Drain Stenciling Program

Stencil Locations

Stencil Locations Page 1 of 5



# Road Location Entity Date

Fairbanks Storm Water Advisory Committee
Storm Drain Stenciling Program

Stencil Locations

19 College Road (south side) In front of Hot Licks ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

20 College Road (south side) West side of UAF Admin Bldg ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

21 College Road (south side) Across from Hooper Avenue near 
Morgan Way

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

22 College Road (south side) In front of Accounting Firm ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

23 College Road (south side) West side Caribou Street ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

24 College Road (south side) West side of Old Pioneer Street ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

25 College Road (south side) In front of the Pipe Man, west of 
Alaska Way

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

26 College Road (south side) In front of Aurora Animal Clinic ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

27 College Road (south side) West side of Danby Street ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

28 College Road (south side) West side of House of Kustom, across 
from Creamer's Field

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

29 College Road (south side) West of Culligan Water near Bridget 
Avenue

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

30 College Road (south side) In front of dentist shop at Antoinette 
Avenue

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

31 College Road (south side) In front of Design Alaska ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

32 College Road (south side) Across from Blanch Avenue ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

33 College Road (south side) In front of Alma's @ the Johanson 
Expressway

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

34 College Road (south side) At northwest side of intersection @ 
Johanson/College

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

35 College Road (south side) At ped crossing on NW side of 
intersection @ Johanson/College

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

36 College Road (south side) Southwest corner of intersection @ 
Johanson/College

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

Stencil Locations Page 2 of 5



# Road Location Entity Date

Fairbanks Storm Water Advisory Committee
Storm Drain Stenciling Program

Stencil Locations

37 College Road (south side) Near College/Illinois intersection in 
front of spa

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

38 College Road (north side) At ped crossing on NW side of 
intersection @ College/Illinois

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

39 College Road (north side) In front of KFC ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

40 Illinois Street NW corner of intersection @ 
College/Illinois

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

41 Illinois Street In front of spa near College/Illinois 
intersection

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

42 Illinois Street In front of Tesoro near 
College/Illinois intersection

ADOT&PF 6/25/2008

43 Steelehead Road (north 
side)

@ greenbelt FNSB 8/27/2008

44 Steelehead Road (south 
side)

@ greenbelt FNSB 8/27/2008

45 Carnegie Way In cul‐de‐sac FNSB 8/27/2008

46 Duke Way In cul‐de‐sac FNSB 8/27/2008

47 Brigham Way In cul‐de‐sac FNSB 8/27/2008

48 Trinidad Drive @ greenbelt FNSB 8/27/2008

49 Trinidad Drive @ greenbelt FNSB 8/27/2008

50 Dartmouth Drive @ NE corner of intersection with 
Chena Pump

FNSB 8/27/2008

51 Dartmouth Drive @ SW corner of intersection with 
Chena Pump

FNSB 8/27/2008

52 2nd Avenue (north side) @ Riverview Villas COF 8/27/2008

53 2nd Avenue (south side) @ Riverview Villas COF 8/27/2008

54 Lathrop Street @ 6th Avenue COF 8/27/2008
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# Road Location Entity Date

Fairbanks Storm Water Advisory Committee
Storm Drain Stenciling Program

Stencil Locations

55 Lathrop Street Across from 6th Avenue COF 8/27/2008

56 Lathrop Street @ 6th Avenue COF 8/27/2008

57 2nd Avenue @ Lathrop Street COF 8/27/2008

58 2nd Avenue @ Lathrop Street COF 8/27/2008

59 1st Avenue @ Grant Street COF 8/27/2008

60 1st Avenue @ Grant Street COF 8/27/2008

61 1st Avenue @ Grant Street COF 8/27/2008

62 1st Avenue @ Badger Street COF 8/27/2008

63 1st Avenue @ Badger Street COF 8/27/2008

64 1st Avenue @ Badger Street COF 8/27/2008

65 1st Avenue @ State Street COF 8/27/2008

66 1st Avenue @ State Street COF 8/27/2008

67 1st Avenue @ Cleary Street COF 8/27/2008

68 1st Avenue @ Cleary Street COF 8/27/2008

69 1st Avenue @ Cleary Street COF 8/27/2008

70 1st Avenue East of Cleary Street COF 8/27/2008

71 1st Avenue East of Cleary Street COF 8/27/2008

72 1st Avenue @ Bonnifield Street COF 8/27/2008
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Fairbanks Storm Water Advisory Committee
Storm Drain Stenciling Program

Stencil Locations

73 1st Avenue @ Bonnifield Street COF 8/27/2008

74 1st Avenue @ Bonnifield Street COF 8/27/2008

75 1st Avenue @ Kellum Street COF 8/27/2008

76 1st Avenue @ Kellum Street COF 8/27/2008

77 1st Avenue @ Kellum Street COF 8/27/2008

78 1st Avenue @ Cowles Street COF 8/27/2008

79 1st Avenue @ Cowles Street COF 8/27/2008

80 1st Avenue @ Cowles Street COF 8/27/2008

81 1st Avenue @ Cowles Street COF 8/27/2008

82 1st Avenue @ Wickersham Street COF 8/27/2008

83 1st Avenue @ Wickersham Street COF 8/27/2008

84 1st Avenue @ Wickersham Street COF 8/27/2008
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  PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF FAIRBANKS  Engineering Division 
____________________________________________  _____________________________________________ 

800 Cushman Street  Telephone (907) 459‐6740 
Fairbanks, AK  99701  Fax (907) 452‐5913 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The GOLDEN HEART CITY   ~   “Extremely Alaska” 

 

 
 

 
 

In early July 2008, two members of the Fairbanks Storm Water Advisory Committee conducted a litter 
survey of the Chena River from the Steese Highway Bridge to Chena Pump Road.  In addition to litter 
observed in the river, committee members documented over a dozen residential properties actively 
disposing grass clippings onto the river banks.  Grass clippings placed near the water’s edge are 
susceptible to being carried into the waterway during rain events and high flows…and as you may or 
may not be aware, they are considered a source of water pollution.  Grass clippings contain nitrogen and 
phosphorus, which can cause algal blooms and reduce the amount of light and oxygen in the water, 
disadvantaging fish and other aquatic life. 

 

The disposal of grass clippings, raked leaves, cut limbs, brush trimmings, and other vegetative debris 
into a waterway, onto a stream bank near the water’s edge, or into a storm drain inlet constitutes an 
Illicit Discharge in accordance with City of Fairbanks Ordinance 07‐5703, Illicit Discharge Detection and 
Elimination.   

And don’t forget…fall is fast approaching and leaves will soon be scattered on your lawns and driveways.  
When raking leaves this fall, the City of Fairbanks kindly reminds you to not dispose your raked leaves in 
the waterway or sweep and flush them into storm drain inlets.  Ultimately, your good housekeeping 
habits will help protect and enhance water quality in the Chena River and Noyes Slough. 

 

• Mulch it!  Grass clippings left on the lawn will decompose quickly, and can provide up to 25% of 
your fertilizer needs.   
 

• Compost it!  Rake leaves and grass clippings into a compost pile for a nutrient‐rich fertilizer to 
use on your garden next spring. 
 

• Bag it!  Bag grass clippings and raked leaves for curbside pickup within the City, or take them to 
your local transfer station. 

 

Thank you for your help in keeping our waterways clean!  Please contact Jackson Fox at (907) 459‐6758 
or email jcfox@ci.fairbanks.ak.us if you have any questions or would like additional information.  
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