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SPRING IS THE TIME TO PLAN

Spring breakup provides an opportune time for viewing road
drainage patterns. Record your findings on service area maps
and take photos for future reference.

When the construction season rolls around, problem areas can
then be easily located and described to your contractor.

eEven though blading and installing of culverts should not be
performed during spring thaw, breakup does provide service
areas an ideal opportunity to record defects and schedule re-
pairs.

eGrading/blading roadbed-The best time to blade a road is after
a rain when the moisture content in the road material results in
good compaction. Your road crown should also be restored to
ensure good drainage.

eDrainage-Poor drainage is a road’s worst enemy. Frozen or
clogged culverts and ponding water affecting roadways contrib-
ute to saturating the road embankment. Subgrades and base
course materials are strongest when kept relatively dry and
compacted. Identify these problems on your service area map
and schedule necessary repairs.

eLoad limits-Springtime is weight restriction time. Melting snow
and ice saturate and soften the ground. Heavily loaded trucks
rolling over the soft road surface stress the roadbed causing
cracks and potholes. Posting load limit signs can save your
roads. Call us about what the limits are and during what period

they apply.

eCulvert markers/signage-Culvert markers, signs and posts often
take a beating during winter. Check them now to make sure
they are in place and in good repair.

eHardpack Removal.

eNow is the time to get your purchase order ready for culvert
thawing.

Find more information in the Service Area Commissioner Handbook, Section 5.

Thawing Purchase Orders

If you have not already requested a Purchase
Order for thawing NOW is the time to do so.
Don’t wait until you need the work done.

Last minute requests will cause delays.

“Pardon Our Mess - We are getting a makeover”

FNSB WEBSITE GETS A MAKEOVER

February 2016 brought a completely new look to the Fairbanks
North Star Borough website! We hope you like!!

The information you have become familiar with is still there in-
side the Rural Services level. Commissioners can find Rural Ser-
vices information several different ways on this new website.

How do I get to the Rural Service information?

You will open the FNSB website and move your cursor over the
word and slide down the column:

- Resident, Road Service Information, or

- Your Government, Departments, Public Works, Rural Ser-
vices, or

- Borough Services, Service Areas

How do I get to my Rural Service Email account?

There are a couple of ways to get to EMPLOYEE EMAIL:

- slide to the bottom of the HOME PAGE , or
- move your cursor over the word SOCIAL and look to the bottom
of the page. Enter your domain, etc. information as usual.

Ifyou have questions please contact us at 459-1223




RURAL SERVICES February 2016

SERVICE AREA

COMMISSIONER TRAINING
MARCH 2016

SERVICE AREA DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
Agenda: Service Area drainage system patterns, drainage maintenance,
major drainage, minor drainage, etc.

(Anticipate the budget training to run about 45 minutes. All service area commissioners

are encouraged to attend these sessions. Additional sessions will be scheduled if needed.)

March 9 Wednesday 12:00 PM
March 9 Wednesday 5:30 PM
March 16 Wednesday 12:30 PM

Location: Rural Services Office, 520 5th Ave, Suite D
Call to Register: 459-1223

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS OF WAY

Construction has drawn to a close for the year, but will likely pick up
fervently in early 2016. Much of it will take place within existing rights
of way and easements, but some may extend to private property. In
many cases, even when on existing rights of way or easements, these
have not yet been fully cleared or used to their fullest extent. When
that clearing eventually occurs, the change can be dramatic. Prepare
by becoming informed on how these changes may impact you.

Find your property corners. It is a misconception that the tree line
between you and the road to your property is always your property
line. Review your title insurance policy where a plot plan may be at-
tached. You can learn a great deal about your property by visiting the
Fairbanks' North : Star 'Borough' Geographic ' Information: System at
gis.co.fairbanks.ak.us, as well as FNSB’s property database website at

www.co.fairbanks.ak.usAssessing/propsearch.aspx. If you are in a
Borough approved subdivision, find the plat for your subdivision on
the ' state ' recorder’s office - website, ' dnr.alaska.gov/ssd/recoff
/searchRO.cfm. Pay special attention to the easements shown and plat
notes. Identify the width of your road right of way, but be aware that
your road centerline, as constructed, may not be precisely in the mid-
dle of that right of way. These are but a few of the many ways to re-
search your property.

If there is a public utility easement, any utility — such as electric, ca-
ble, telephone and gas — can use it. If it is an easement granted to a
specific utility, for instance GVEA, only that specific company may use
it, and other utility companies would need to acquire their own ease-
ment from you. Utilities can generally use State and Borough road ser-
vice area roads under permit. Utilities may also generally use section
line easements affecting lands originally acquired from the State of
Alaska.

(continued in next column over)

Rural Services Email Address

When sending an email to Rural Services please use the
Rural Services email address ruralservices@fnsb.us as this

will ensure that your email is answered promptly especial-
ly if staff is out of the office for some unexpected reason.

Thank you!
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ARSAC MEETINGS* will begin at 6 p.m. in the
JHAC, Assembly Chambers:

March 14, 2016 September 12, 2016
May 9, 2016 November 7, 2016
July 11,2016

*Meetings can be added and cancelled at the Chair’s discretion.

1t A A L A
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS OF WAY

(continued from previous column)

When someone wants to acquire rights to use your property,
you have the right to be treated ethically, fairly and with pro-
fessionalism and respect. Members of the International Right
of Way Association (IRWA) are committed to those values
and the “Golden Rule.”

For more  information about IRWA, contact us at in-
fo@irwaonline.org. Local Chapter 71 leadership is listed at
www.irwa71.org/IR- WAAbout the Chapter.html and we are
happy to assist you.

Sandra Wagner ‘is president of Arctic Trails Chapter 71 of
the International Right of Way Association.

SOURCE: Fairbanks Daily News Miner, November 23, 2015. ?

e

M

==

" INEED A NOTARY? GAL

Commissioners Corner

Going on Vacation...What do I do next?

1) Notify other members of your commission. Designate
a call-out person.

Notify the contractor who the acting-commissioner will
be on your behalf and approximate return timeline.
Notify Rural Services by e-mail ruralservices@fnsb.us
or call 459-1223.

2)

3)

Back from Vacation...What do I do next?

1) Notify other members of your commission. Release
your designated call-out person.

Notify the contractor that you have returned and are
once again available for contact.

Notify Rural Services by e-mail ruralservices@fnsb.us
or call 459-1223.

2)

3)

Thank you!
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