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Definition: BTU 

(British Thermal Unit)

The amount of heat required to raise the 
temperature of one pound of water by 
one degree Fahrenheit (1055 Joules)
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Wood : Economical, Renewable, Clean if 
Done Right!

Can be nearly free with the exception of gas, time, and effort

Must be split, stacked, stored and seasoned to burn as cleanly and efficiently 
as possible

Needs to be 20% moisture or less
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23.6 Million BTU per cord

Burns hot and long

Average $350 per cord, split and delivered

Plentiful in the Interior

Birch

Releases pm 2.5
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WhiteSpruce
18.1 Million BTU per cord

Burns fairly quickly, forms more creosote than birch

Average $300 per cord, split and delivered

Also plentiful in the Interior

Releases pm 2.5

Sticky sap
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Cottonwood
14.5 Million BTU per cord

Smoky, smelly burn, excessive ash

Typically free, for a reason

Also plentiful in the Interior

Releases pm 2.5
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Pellets
16 Million BTU per ton

$295 per ton, Superior Pellets

Convenient ςNo need to cut, split, stack, store. Simply 
order or pick up more

Burns cleaner than cordwood but also releases pm 2.5

Restricted by electricity and availability of pellets
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#1 Heating Oil
13.4 Million BTU per 100 gallons

$2.55 per gallon (you haul)
Delivery is convenient, but costs more

Subject to spills and leaks

Taxed ςHB158, FOST charges

Releases chemicals and precursors 
when burned

bƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ άŦŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǾŜέ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ
it hot


